
Board of Education Meeting Highlights 
October 10, 2012 – Sandburg Elementary School 
 

Communication with Host School 

Mr. Aaron Bacon, Principal at Sandburg discussed the importance of student data in school 

improvement plans and how staff at Sandburg has used the data to drive student growth over the last 

two years. Mr. Bacon shared with the Board his idea of “what makes a ‘Sandburger?’” 

 

Recognitions & Achievements 

 
Donna Wielgolewski - "Those that Excel" Award Recipient 

Donna Wielgolewski, social studies teacher at Wheaton North, has been recognized by the Illinois State Board 

of Education’s “Those Who Excel” teaching award. Donna represented District 200 at the high school level for 

this award and has been teaching at Wheaton North for 19 years. 

 

Donna is a passionate and dedicated teacher who has high expectations for her students. She takes pride in the 

craft of teaching and constantly works to refine her skills in the classroom. Donna has helped hundreds of kids 

develop a strong work ethic and a love for social studies. She is proud to be a teacher and truly loves working 

with kids! Congratulations to Donna for this deserved recognition!  

 

Christopher Grodoski - Illinois Art Education Association Middle School Art Educator of the Year 2012 

Christopher Grodoski, art teacher at Franklin Middle School, was recognized by Illinois Art Education 

Association as the Middle School Art Educator of the Year 2012. In his 11
th

 year as a teacher and 5
th

 

year at CUSD 200, Mr. Grodoski believes that his “love of the visual arts and learning is a platform for 

serving students.” Mr. Grodoski is grateful for the award because it was not “generated by my 

professional practice alone, but is reflective of the teaching context.” Further, he says that, “Because 

CUSD 200 has an expanding middle level art program and students have more time in visual arts 

classes, I was able to evidence a high degree of student learning in the visual arts. Without these 

factors, I would not have had the opportunity to deliver the level of instruction that led to this award.”  

 

Superintendent Report 

Dr. Harris opened his Superintendent Report by welcoming Jefferson Principal Stephanie Farrelly to 

the Board table. Ms. Farrelly will be filling in for Mrs. Panopoulos as the interim Asst. Superintendent 

for Student Services while Mrs. Panopoulos is on maternity leave. Mrs. Mary Davis will be the interim 

Principal at Jefferson ECC.  

 

Dr. Harris reported that all community members should have received the District’s annual End of 

Year Report to the Community that includes the Capital Development/Facilities Survey. Dr. Harris 

asked Board Members to encourage all community members to complete the survey.  

 

Last week Dr. Harris attended the Large Unit District Association’s (LUDA) Conference in Chicago. 

He reported  the following:  

As all Board Members know, in 2010, Gov. Pat Quinn signed the Performance Evaluation 

Reform Act (PERA), which requires all schools in Illinois to change how teachers’ and 

principals’ performance is measured. PERA requires districts to design and implement 

performance evaluation systems that assess teachers’ and principals’ professional skills as 

well as incorporate measures of student growth. Teacher evaluation systems will provide 

clear descriptions of professional excellence so everyone understands what great teaching 

means. The evaluations will be based on standards of effective practice, with evaluators 

trained and pre-qualified to conduct observations, collect evidence and provide helpful, 



timely feedback. The new evaluations will add objectivity to a practice that almost 

universally was subjective.  

 

In addition, student achievement will become a significant factor in every evaluation by the 

2016-17 school year. Beginning September 1, 2012, both teachers and administrators in all 

districts (even those that have not yet adopted new evaluation systems) must be rated using 

one of these four performance categories: Excellent, Proficient, Needs Improvement or 

Unsatisfactory. These new requirements for future principals will be significant. Dr. Harris 

assured the Board that he will monitor what is going on in other districts. 

 

There is a newly Federal mandated climate survey that will be sent to all teachers in K-12 

and students in 6-12 as part of school report card. Intent is to provide another piece of 

qualitative data that enhances our school improvement planning. Districts will have the 

choice to survey parents as well- of which Dr. Harris assumes we will do. As of now, the 

Federal Government will use Race to the Top funds to pay for the administration for the 

survey for the next three years.  

 

On Tuesday, October 9
th

 the Board hosted a legislative breakfast for our State and Federal officials. 

We had six legislators in attendance and spent significant amount of time discussing funding and 

pension reform. Per Sen Dillard’s request, Dr. Harris is putting together a list of unfunded mandates 

that are challenging to the District.  

 

Finally, Dr. Harris expressed his sincere condolences to Board Member Andy Johnson for the loss of 

his father, Mr. Clifford Johnson. Johnson Elementary is named after Cliff Johnson and was a pillar in 

the Warrenville community. He will be greatly missed.  

 

The Board took the following actions: 

 
Accepted a Gift to Pleasant Hill Elementary School 

Approved to Post Revised Policy 2.150, Committees 

Approved to Post the Proposed 2013-14 District Calendar for Public Review and Comment 

Approved the Disposal of Surplus Assets 

Approved the Annual Application for Recognition of Schools 

Approved the Wheaton Warrenville South High School Auditorium Lighting and Sound Bid 

Approved the Reimbursement to the City of Wheaton for Hubble Redevelopment Planning 

Appointed the Secretaries for the Board of Education Elections 

Approved the Open Previously Closed Minutes 

Approved Bills Payable and Payroll 

Approved the Minutes - September 12, 2012 Open, September 26, 2012 Open, and Approved to Destroy 

Recordings of Closed Sessions Prior to May 2011 as Allowable by Law. 

Approved the Personnel Report & Supplemental Personnel Report 

Approved the Resolution of the Board of Education Directing the School Treasurer to Transfer Funds from the 

Operations and Maintenance Fund to the Capital Projects Fund 

Accepted the IASB Resolutions and Direction for Delegate Voting 

Appointed the IASB Delegate to the Delegate Assembly 

 

Topics for Future Discussion  
Facilities 

 

Reports from Board Members   

Mrs. Joann Coghill, member of the Learning & Teaching committee, reported that her committee met 

the previous week and she was “very impressed with the timeline to implement common core.” Mrs. 

Intihar added a reminder to the Board that the District will need to purchase new elementary textbooks 

http://esbpublic.cusd200.org/public_itemview.aspx?ItemId=2916&mtgId=160


within the next two years. Also, with the new common core curriculum, the District will need to 

redesign the elementary report card.  

 

Mr. Jim Gambaiani, member of the Finance committee, reported that his committee met the previous 

week and reviewed options for funding for Jefferson. He indicated that, “We will wait to take our 

‘laser approach’ to funding options after we receive feedback from the community.”  

 

Mrs. Rosemary Swanson, indicated that the Wellness Committee recently met and would be reviewing 

various policies throughout the District. Also, she is serving on a District Staff Recognition committee 

that is reviewing the means by which we recognize 15 & 25 year employees and retirees. For this year, 

we will be combining our recognition efforts with the WWEA for the 15 & 25 year employees. For the 

retirement dinner, we will possibly make the dinner a bit more casual.   

 

Announcements  
October 16, 2012 - Chance to Chat, 8:00-9:30 AM, WNHS 

October 24, 2012 - Committee of the Whole - 7:30 PM, SSC 

 

 

Next Regular Board Meeting:   
November 14, 2012 - Hawthorne Elementary School, 7:30 PM 

 


