
Board of Education Meeting Highlights 
July 18, 2012 – School Service Center 
 

 

 

Recognitions & Achievements 
 
WWS Boys Volleyball, State Champions and ESPN National Champions 

Wheaton Boys Co-Op Gymnastics, State Champions 

Wheaton North Boys Track, Long Jump State Champions 

WWS Girls Track 4x800 Meter Relay, State Champions 

 

Superintendent Report 
 
Dr. Harris announced that we have preliminary ISAT and PSAE scores. However, no finalized scores have been 

received from the State of Illinois because they have filed for a waiver on the NCLB requirements from the 

Federal Government. Faith Dahlquist, Assistant Superintendent of Educational Services, explained that currently 

we have five Title 1 schools involved. Johnson was on the “choice” list last year and even though they had a 

22% jump in their reading scores last year, it is not enough to get them off the list. Hawthorne will be added if 

no waiver is obtained and Sandburg is on the edge. Faith explained what it means to offer “choice” to parents of 

students attending a school that does not meet NCLB requirements. It seems that the State is anticipating 

receiving the waiver; however, everything is in a holding pattern. A full report will be given to the Board as 

soon as we receive the information from the State. Rosemary Swanson congratulated Johnson on their jump in 

reading scores. 

 

Dr. Harris shared the news that the District has received two grants:  $10,341 Library Grant from the Secretary 

of State Office and Johnson received a $2,000 grant for Healthy Kids. Johnson has been offering a Grab-and-Go 

Breakfast for their students, which has been well received. This grant, subsidized by Wal-Mart, will greatly help 

their program.  

 

 

The Board took the following actions: 
 
Accepted a Gift to Lincoln School 

 

Accepted a Gift to Lowell School 

 

Accepted a Gift to Pleasant Hill School 

 

Accepted a Gift to Franklin Middle School 

 

Approved Material for Foundations and Navigating Informational Sources 

 

Approved Xerographic Bond Paper Bid 

 

Approved Print Shop Paper Bid 

 

Approved to Dispose of Surplus Assets 

 

Approved Amendment to the Intergovernmental Agreement with Carol Stream Park District 

 

Approved 2012-13 LUDA Membership Dues 

 

http://esbpublic.cusd200.org/public_itemview.aspx?ItemId=2823&mtgId=156


Approved the Renewal of the Discovery Education Streaming Subscription 

 

Approved to Modify the Name of Jefferson Preschool to Jefferson Early Childhood Center 

 

Approved Bills Payable and Payroll 

 

Approved Minutes, May 23, 2012 Closed Session, May 23, 2012 Committee of the Whole, June 13, 2012 

Open and Closed Session, and Approval to Destroy the Recordings of Closed Sessions Prior to 

February 2011 As Allowable by Law 

 

Approved Personnel Report & Supplemental Personnel Report  

 

Dr. Harris introduced Rachel Bednar, who was approved by the Board as the new principal of Edison Middle 

School effective July 19, 2012. Ms. Bednar comes to the District from the Oswego School District where she 

was an assistant principal at Karl Plank Junior High School since 2008. From 2004 – 2008, she was the director 

of the Learning Resource Center at Oswego High School and the director of the Learning and Resource Center 

at Bednarcik Junior High School from 2002-2004. Prior to that, she taught language arts and reading in Oswego 

and Chicago. 

 

Ms. Bednar earned her bachelor’s degree from Chapman University in Orange, California, and masters’ degrees 

in curriculum and instruction and educational administration from Concordia University and Governors State 

University, respectively.  

 

Ms. Bednar brings a wide range of talents, skills, and experiences to District 200. Dr. Brian Harris, 

Superintendent of Schools, is looking forward to welcoming Ms. Bednar to his administrative team. “We are 

excited about the leadership skills and talents Ms. Bednar brings to District 200 and Edison Middle School. 

Clearly, she is an instructional leader who will continue the traditions of excellence at Edison and will find ways 

to expand the positive learning experiences for those students.” said Harris. 

 

Approved to Post the 2012-13 Budget 

 

The Board of Education got their first look at the 2012-13 budget Wednesday evening. By state code, the Board 

must post the tentative budget for public review for thirty (30) days, hold a public hearing and then approve the 

final budget by September 30. The tentative operating budget is balanced for the upcoming year and includes the 

impact of the recently approved collective bargaining agreements with the teachers and classified staff unions. 

Like many districts in Illinois, the district is feeling the impact of funding issues plaguing the State of Illinois. 

The General State Aid (GSA) allocation has been pro-rated to 89% of normal funding level. Other economic 

conditions impacting the budget include continued low interest rates, which diminish the rate of return on 

investments. The District was able to negotiate renewals with First Student Transportation, GCA Custodial 

Services and Veolia Waste Removal at no cost increase. Other highlights in the budget include the pending sale 

of the former Hubble Middle School property and the use of those funds, which will eliminate an additional 

$5.87 million of debt service from the District's levy.   

 

Approved Resolution Authorizing Transfer of Surplus Funds from Site & Construction Fund to 

Operations & Maintenance Fund in Connection with School Bonds, SERIES 2008A 

 

Approved Performance Contracting Agreement, Financing Resolution and Permit Request  

 

Approved the 2012-13 Board Goals  

 

Approved the 2012-13 Superintendent Goals  

 

Approved the IASB Annual Dues  
 

 



Discussion Item  

 
Capital Development Community Engagement 
Dr. Harris began the discussion about the Capital Development Community Engagement with a brief overview 

of what was discussed at the June 13 Board Meeting. Dr. Harris was seeking board approval to go forward in 

two areas: 

 

1. Focus Meetings – A tentative timeline has been developed, however the dates are very fluid. The 

timeline includes four community forum meetings. The current the vision of these meetings is to be 

open forum in nature with tables manned by staff and possibly a board member addressing specific 

topics related to the updating of Jefferson and other facilities, i.e. the financial component, needs of 

facilities, etc. The dates of the meetings will be posted on the District website and all community 

members will be invited. 

 

2. Community Survey – It is desirable to conduct a community survey about the scope of this project to 

gauge community support. An outside source would be used. Members of the Board and staff would 

work together to formulate questions. 

 

It was decided that there is a need to educate the community about the conditions at Jefferson. A video is being 

made with the help of administrators, the staff and students at Jefferson.  

 

After much discussion, the Board gave Dr. Harris their approval to move forward. 

 

Next Regular Meeting:   
 
August 15, 2012 - SSC 7:30 pm 

 

 

http://esbpublic.cusd200.org/public_itemview.aspx?ItemId=2826&mtgId=156
http://esbpublic.cusd200.org/public_itemview.aspx?ItemId=2819&mtgId=156

