
 

 

 

24 April 2016 
 

Dear English Student,  
 
On behalf of the English department, we would like to welcome you to Wheaton Warrenville South 

High School for the 2016 - 2017 school year. We know that you are excited about the beginning of your 

high school career and the challenges that lie ahead of you. As your future teachers, we feel that it is 

important for you to have the opportunity to begin developing the English skills that we will be building 

upon this fall. Therefore, over the summer you will be required to read one of the following texts: When 

No One is Watching by Joseph Hayes (ISBN-978-0615520858), Boy 21 by Matthew Quick (ISBN-978-

0316127967), or Peace Like a River by Leif Enger (ISBN-978-0802139252). 
 
We ask you to read one of these works to further develop your critical thinking and reading skills that 

research tells us so often fall off over the summer. As you read, it is strongly recommended you keep in-

depth notes that reflect more than mere plot summary as note taking is an important component of our 

curriculum. Please look at the following page for guidelines to follow in order to annotate to the best of 

your ability. Your notes are strictly for your benefit, and although they will not be graded, they may be 

collected and examined. Make certain to bring these notes, along with your selected novel, to the first 

day of class. If you choose to purchase your own copy of the novel, feel free to directly annotate your 

text (making comments, asking questions, identifying themes, underlining important quotations, 

defining vocabulary, etc.).  
 
On the second day of class, you will participate in a discussion on the book you chose to read, and on 

the third day of class, you will take an objective examination on the novel of your choice. In the days 

that follow, you will receive instruction on how to properly format and write an analytical essay that 

focuses on a specific theme of your novel. You will then write an in-class essay, which will be edited, 

revised, and perfected the following week. The test and essay will help us to gain a better understanding 

of your reading and writing strengths and areas for improvement. Using these assessments as a starting 

point, we will be able to help you become a better reader and more effective writer.  
 
We hope you enjoy reading your novel as much as all of us in the English department are enjoying our 

own summer reading.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Ms. Dimare – Freshman Level Leader  
Mrs. Gebhardt – Freshman Teacher  
Ms. Gusick – Freshman Teacher  
Mrs. Nelson – Freshman Teacher  
Mrs. Wierschem – Freshman Teacher  

 

WWS English Department 
 

Read  ∙  Write  ∙  Connect  ∙  Reflect 



Book Summaries  
 

When No One is Watching  

by Joseph Hayes  

(ISBN-13: 978-0615520858) 
 

On the eve of announcing his 

run for Congress, a charismatic 

Chicago politician causes a 

deadly accident. Panicked, he 

frames his best friend, a good-

hearted alcoholic, and flees the 

scene. As one man tries to pick 

up the pieces of his shattered 

life, the other embarks on a 

meteoric rise to political 

stardom. But when a dogged 

detective digs deeper into the 

case, the political superstar must 

decide just how far he is willing 

to go to protect his dark secret.  

 

Author Joseph Hayes combines 

page-turning suspense with a 

poignant tale of inspiration and 

redemption as he asks, is the 

“greater good” just a lie we tell 

ourselves to justify the sins we 

commit when no one is 

watching? 

Boy 21  

by Matthew Quick  

(978-0316127967) 
 

Basketball has always been an 

escape for Finley. He lives in 

broken-down Bellmont, a town 

ruled by the Irish mob, drugs, 

violence, and racially charged 

rivalries. At home, his dad works 

nights, and Finley is left to take 

care of his disabled grandfather 

alone. He's always dreamed of 

getting out someday, but until he 

can, putting on that number 21 

jersey makes everything seem 

okay. 

Peace Like a River  

by Leif Enger  

(ISBN-13:978-0802139252) 
 

Young Reuben Land has little 

doubt that miracles happen all 

around us, suspecting that his 

own father is touched by God. 

When his older brother flees a 

controversial murder charge, 

Reuben, along with his older 

sister and father, set off on a 

journey that will take them to the 

Badlands and through a 

landscape more extraordinary 

than they could have anticipated. 

Enger’s novel is at once a heroic 

quest and a haunting meditation 

on the possibility of magic in the 

everyday world. 

 

Annotation Guide  
 

It is strongly recommended that you keep detailed notes as you read these works. However, do not 

simply summarize the plot.  

 

Instead, focus on the following:  

 Defining unfamiliar vocabulary words  
 Keeping a timeline of events  
 Creating an organized list of characters including description, development, and change 

throughout the book – VERY IMPORTANT  
 Creating an organized list of themes and how they are developed, including important quotations  
 Identifying literary devices 
 Commenting on the author’s writing style  
 Noting your personal reaction to events and character  
 Listing questions you have regarding character actions, plot events, authors’ intentions, etc. 

Remember to bring these notes and your novel to the first day of class. 
 


