
 

 

 
Summer 2016  

 

Dear Advanced Placement Language and Composition English student, 

 

On behalf of the Wheaton Warrenville South English department, we would like to welcome you to the Advanced Placement 

Language and Composition English program for the 2016-2017 school year. The English department hopes you will enjoy a restful 

and renewing summer and will continue to read books of your own selection as well as the two works listed below. 

 

Please read the following two works: 

 

1. Into the Wild by Jon Krakauer 

 

This book will be the subject of an in-class essay to be written by all AP-level students on Friday, August 19th. 

  . 

 You are required to annotate and keep notes on this text.  Mark important quotes, reactions, character analysis, literary 

devices, recurrent elements or symbols, evidence, larger ideas or themes, and anything else that would be of interest or 

value in discussion and writing. Your annotated text may be used on the in class essay.  

 Develop three (3) thought-provoking questions (with your own response for each question) that will help launch an in 

depth class discussion of the text.     

 Pay close attention to the individual’s relationship with nature as well as the conflict between the individual and society. 

 Identify the author’s arguments and sub-points. 

 Identify strengths and weaknesses in the author’s arguments and evidence. 

 Who is his audience? 

 What is his purpose? 

 

 

2. Quiet: The Power of Introverts in a World That Can’t Stop Talking by Susan Cain 

 

This book will be the subject of a graded activity and class discussion within the first couple weeks of school.   

 

 You are required to annotate and keep notes on this text. Mark important quotes, special terms, reactions, examples, 

evidence, larger ideas or themes, and anything else that would be of interest or value in discussion and writing. 

 Write three (3) separate one-page journal entries, reflecting upon the theories and examples Cain gives and applying them 

to yourself and your life experiences. 

 Be ready to explain Cain’s various theories concerning how people deal with their environments based off of their 

introverted/extroverted personality.   

 Identify the author’s arguments and sub-points. 

 Identify strengths and weaknesses in the author’s arguments and evidence. 

 Who is her audience? 

 What is her purpose? 

 Apply these theories to Into the Wild.  Was McCandless and introvert or extrovert? Does it matter?  

 It is strongly suggested to watch the TED Talks presentation entitled Susan Cain: The Power of Introverts. 

 

 

We hope you enjoy reading these books as much as all of us in the English department will enjoy our own summer reading.  The two 

required texts are available for purchase at most bookstores.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

Mr. James Claud 

 

Mr. Richard Mitchell 

 

Mrs. Holly Wierschem 

 

WWS English Department 
 

Read  ∙  Write  ∙  Connect  ∙  Reflect 


