
SENIOR AP LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION  
SUMMER READING 2017 

 
April 25, 2017 
 
 

This letter contains important, NEW summer reading and course information. 
Please read the ENTIRE LETTER carefully.  You are REQUIRED to access a Google Classroom page for 

additional required parts of the summer reading. Be aware of the SPECIFIC DATES. 
 

 
Dear Senior AP English Student, 
 
Welcome to Senior AP English!  This class will be an intense, humanities approach to literature and ideas that 
will challenge you in almost every way.  In addition to studying the stories and the authors, we will look at the 
respective social and philosophical cultures of each piece of literature and bring them together to answer some 
“big picture” questions throughout the year.  Students succeed in Senior AP English because they have a 
natural curiosity about what they read and want to explore it further throughout the course.  Your first task is 
to complete the summer reading assignments below. 
 
I suggest you buy your own copy of the required book listed below since we will use it throughout the entire 
school year.  Copies of the required summer reading title are available at any area bookstore or are available 
on-line.  Be aware that there are different versions of the book available (the difference is in the page numbers 
and perhaps some slight content changes), but we have always worked around that in class. 
 
Before you start your summer reading:  
 

1. You will be invited to join the “AP Summer Reading 2017-18” classroom page through Google 
Classroom. I will send out this invitation by June 15 to your school Gmail account.  If you do not get 
the invitation, you may join the Classroom page by going to Google Classroom and using the code 

hv21a.  If you join on your own before the invitation, be aware that the complete list of assignments 
will not be finalized until June 15. 

2. Complete the assignments in the order listed.  Use the study guides posted on the Classroom site to help 
you navigate the ideas and focus on the important topics and themes. 

3. Have all of the assignments completed by the time you arrive for school in the fall.  Everyone will write a 
timed essay based on the summer assignments during the first week we return. 

 
Below are the required reading assignments for the summer— 
 
#1 (Required): Zen and the Art of Motorcycle Maintenance – philosophical non-fiction  (Robert 
Pirsig).  Start reading early.  This is the type of book that you read slowly and carefully.  It is NOT a 
beach-read. There are two resources available to help you with some of the main concepts: 

● The Guidebook to Zen and the Art of Motorcycle Maintenance (Ron Di Santo and Tom Steele) – this is 
a resource book you can buy, but it is not required.  Some students have found it helpful and some have 
not. 

● When you access the AP Summer Reading Classroom page you will find a study guide that will help you 
identify, organize, and understand important concepts from the book. 

 
#2 (Required): Excerpt from Plato’s Republic – philosophical dialogue 

● The text and guide can be found on the AP Summer Reading Classroom page.  
 

Keep notes on ZMM and Republic.  Include questions, reactions, character analysis, literary devices, recurrent 



elements or symbols, significant passages, larger ideas and arguments, and anything else that shows you ability 
to read and dissect a complex work of literature.  You need to bring the readings and notes to the first 
full day of class. 
 
Additionally, you may email me over the summer at christopher.aquino@cusd200.org if you have any 
questions regarding the course, signing up for the Senior AP summer reading page, or the summer reading.  
 
I hope this letter gives you all the information you need to begin preparing for next year’s class.  I truly believe 
you will have a challenging, rewarding, and enjoyable time with this course.  I look forward to seeing all of you 
next year.  Have a great summer! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mr. Chris Aquino 
 


