
 

 

 

May 16, 2016  

 

Dear Accelerated English student,   

 

On behalf of the Wheaton Warrenville South English department, we would like to welcome you to the 

accelerated sophomore English program for the 2016-2017 school year.  One of the characteristics that we 

assume advanced-level English students share is a love of language, literature and analytical thought.  Our 

rationale for implementing a summer reading assignment is to enhance and foster your quest in lifelong 

learning.  Additionally, we aim to keep sharp the critical thinking and reading skills that research tells us so 

often fall off over the summer.     

 

In addition to reading The Old Man and the Sea, please choose one or more books from the list below.  The 

goal is for you to discover: enjoyment, critical analysis, tolerance, truth, and understanding. Albert Einstein 

asserts, “Education is not the learning of facts, but the training of the mind to think. Imagination is more 

important than knowledge.” Take control of your reading experience, and at the end of summer look back on 

what you learned.  Hopefully, you are pleased that literature became a part of your personal growth. 

 

 

Assignment:  Read and Annotate 
Conduct a personal close reading by annotating the text.  A-level readers are expected to be critical thinkers; 

consequently, as close readers, you are expected to delve into works on a more analytical level.  Reading to gain 

an understanding of plot events is not enough; your task is to analyze and examine at least the following: 

 

 Major plot events, setting details, characterization, character motivation and transformation 

 Essential passages and quotations: what makes them “essential”? 

 Examples of literary devices, and how these devices contribute to the meaning of the passage 

 Recurrent ideas, images and symbolism, as well as how they are tied to overall theme 

 Main ideas, themes, argument (by the author) and their development throughout the book 

 Questions that elicit thought, controversy, reflection, and enlightenment 

 Your overall evaluation of and personal reaction to the text 

 

Focus Questions:  
 How does one’s cultural experience contribute to an understanding of identity? 

 How can individuals change at any moment, based upon their values? 

 How does cultural and social background influence identity? 

 How does worldview influence one’s decision-making? 

 How do different authors define their own identity?  

 

Assessment: 
There will be an objective test on The Old Man and the Sea during the first full week of school. 

The books will be the subject of class discussion and an essay within the first unit. To prepare for the 

discussion, identify central and supporting themes for your books. The teacher will give instructions for the 

essay during the first week of school. 

 

 

 

 

WWS English Department 
 

Read  ∙  Write  ∙  Connect  ∙  Reflect 



Required:  
The Old Man and the Sea, Ernest Hemingway (ISBN-13: 978-0684801223) paperback. 

 

Choose one or more: 
In the Time of Butterflies, Julia Alvarez,  

I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings, Maya Angelou 

Fahrenheit 451, Ray Bradbury 

The Power of One, Bryce Courtenay 

The Life of Pi, Yann Martel 

A Tree Grows in Brooklyn, Betty Smith 

I am Malala, Malala Yousafzai 

 

Read to feel, to reflect, to discover, to question, to learn, and learn to live. We hope you enjoy reading The Old 

Man and the Sea and your other choice(s) as much as we in the English department will enjoy our own summer 

reading. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Amy Claud Christopher Hendrickson Sharla Johnson  Brianna Yarwood 

 

Sophomore A English Teachers 

 
 


