
Theft and Protecting Personal Property 
 
It is sad to say, but some people steal.  Crime statistics show young people between the 
ages of 12-17 are far more likely to be victims of theft than adults. Franklin has had some 
sporadic issues with theft this year.  Most of these unfortunate incidents have occurred 
when students have failed to secure their belongings in their lockers or in the locker 
room, or left their valuables unattended. I would like to place special emphasis on the 
situation in the PE locker rooms - Franklin’s physical education teachers are consistently 
reminding students to secure their belongings in their PE lockers. 
 
It is important to remember that most theft can be prevented.  I would like to offer you 
some important reminders as we enter the holiday season and following holiday break.  
Schools typically see an increase in theft this time of year as a result of more opportunity.  
Electronic items such as cell phones, iPods and cameras given as gifts are often brought 
to school following break.  If you do not absolutely need something during the school 
day it should be left at home.   Large sums of cash and valuable items like iPods, CD 
players and cameras should be left at home.  Franklin, like most other schools, has an “at 
your own risk” policy regarding bringing valuable items to school and will not take 
responsibility for losses from theft. It is school policy that all cellular phones and 
personal electronic items must be left in the student’s locker during the school day.  If a 
student is having a problem securing their locker they should notify the office 
immediately.  The problem will be fixed or a new locker will be issued.   Any theft issue 
should be reported to the office immediately and a theft report should be completed.  We 
involve the Wheaton Police Department as needed on theft issues. 
 
I would also encourage all students and parents to take appropriate steps to inventory 
valuable items including information like make, model, color and serial numbers.  
Expensive clothing should be labeled with initials in areas not clearly visible to a thief.  
Stolen iPods and other valuable items are often recovered as a result of students taking 
some simple steps to protect personal belongings. The National Crime Prevention 
Council (www.ncpc.org) offers excellent information on preventing theft.  Please feel 
free to contact Assistant Principal Joe Kish at 682-2283 if you have any questions or 
concerns regarding this issue.  
 
Here are some important tips from the National Crime Prevention Council: 
 
Do not bring valuables to school 
 
Avoid calling attention to your valuables 
 
Never Leave Your Valuables Unattented 
 
Secure Your Locker at All Times (Both personal and PE locker) 
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