
Required Summer Reading Preparation: 
Fall 2017 Advanced Placement English Literature and Composition 

 
1. Two titles are required reading as preparation for the fall course: 

 
● Candide by Voltaire  
● All the Pretty Horses by Cormac McCarthy 
 

The above titles have appeared multiple times over the last decade as choices for Question 3 of the 
Free-Response Questions on the AP Literature and Composition Exam.  

 
2. Additionally, completion of Sections I-III below, including the attached “Novel Notes” template  
    for each of the two titles is required (completion due on the first full day of class).  Per course  
    policy, no late work is accepted.  
  

Mrs. VanGetson strongly suggest the following title for scholarship and enrichment: 
 

● How to Read Literature Like a Professor by Thomas C. Foster 
 

In this practical and amusing guide to literature, Thomas C. Foster shows how  
easy and gratifying it is to unlock those hidden truths, and to discover a world  
where a road leads to a quest; a shared meal may signify communion; and rain,  
whether cleansing or destructive, is never just rain.  Ranging from major themes  
to literary models, narrative devices, and form, How to Read Literature Like a  
Professor is the perfect companion for making your reading experience more  
enriching, satisfying, and fun.  (from its back cover) 

 
 
We look forward to working with you in the fall. 
 
 
 
Mrs. VanGetson and Mr. Klingelhoffer 
 



I.  Novel Context:  While reading each novel, note evidence that supports each of the following historical,  
    cultural, and contextual elements using the annotation form of your choice.  These notes will guide class  
    discussions, so come prepared to share.  

 
***** 

 
Candide 

Literary Period: Restoration and 18th Century (1660-1798)  
(also known as the Enlightenment, the Age of Reason, or the Georgian Period) 

Candide’s Genre: Satiric Bildungsroman (a novel of education or coming-of-age for Candide wrapped in a 
Satire of Voltaire’s historical milieu) 

Characteristics:  
Imitation of the classics, especially Virgil; Irony and Satire; interest in reason (most oft-quoted author, Alexander 
Pope: “A little learning is dangerous thing”; Clarity, order, and unity of form and structure; Subjects: human nature, 
mankind in general; “funkiness” (esp. Swift).  
Typical Genres and Authors:  

❖ Satire: Jonathan Swift’s “A Modest Proposal” to end the poverty in Ireland by eating their babies; 
The Spectator, by Joseph Addison; Candide, by Voltaire 

Mock Epic: burlesques or satirizes the Classical epic by using the conventions of the epic about a trivial subject 
(Pope’s “Rape of the Lock” about a man taking a lock of hair); 
Restoration Comedy—a comedy of manners (witty, cynical) 
Prose: Adam Smith 
Novel: Tom Jones, Pamela 
Literary Elements and Devices 
Style: Prose: plainer, more concise, and more utilitarian; poetry and mock epic/satire: complicated and ornate.  
Tone: if not ironic, often melancholy, often the subject is death or suicide. 
 

***** 
 

All the Pretty Horses’ Genre: A Blend 
● Regional novel: American South or Southern Gothic/Grotesque; American Western or Pastoral 

These regional novels blend and merge since each represents the decline and fall of a traditional way of 
life, now romanticized. 

● Bildungsroman: a novel of education or of formation; a coming-of-age or journey (for identity) quest 
(a critic notes that “the narrative plot is clearly defined, and it is classically familiar: Huck (without Jim) 
and Tom Sawyer light out for the unknown territory to discover their manhood by successfully confronting 
the harsh adversities of life.”). 

 
 
II. Questions for Discussion: Prepare notes for the following questions. In addition to those provided,               
please craft 2-3 discussion questions of your own to pose to the class.  
 

-----Candide----- 
● What big ideas about human nature does the Old Woman’s past suggest? How do these agree/disagree                

with Pangloss’s theories? 
● Big themes about gender and socio-economic issues run throughout the novel; what claims does the novel                

make about them? 
● Why does Voltaire directly and indirectly allude to the Garden of Eden? 
● What is the function of the stop at El Dorado? 
● How does Voltaire fulfill the archetypal journey in Candide?  
● Self-generated question 1: 



● Self-generated question 2:  
 
 
 

-----All the Pretty Horses----- 
● Theologian John Macquarrie considers sin as "the refusal to control what can be controlled; and the attempt 

to control what cannot be controlled [and] the result of sin is alienation from God and a feeling of 
hopelessness and powerlessness.” How does John Grady Cole attempt to assuage his self-inflicted 
guilt—whether or not he has actually sinned?  Does he assign himself penance?  Does he succeed in ridding 
himself of guilt and achieving redemption?  

● In all of McCarthy’s novels, he is concerned with those rare, crucial moments when people make the 
decisions with attendant moral consequences that will define their lives forever; how does this novel fulfill 
McCarthy’s purpose? 

● How does the novel fulfill the American archetypal journey: a search for identity? 
● How does the twentieth century intrude on what seems to be an American pastoral? Why does McCarthy                 

include it? 
● What are the “borders” in the novel? 
● Find examples of McCarthy’s imagery (diction that invokes the senses, creating a picture, creating sound 

or inviting the reader to supply a sound, suggesting how something physically feels, suggesting taste, or 
suggesting smell) acting as “hovering presences, secret omens, perverse signs.”  How does it add to the 
meaning of the novel?  

● Self-generated question 1: 
● Self-generated question 2:  

 



Student Novel Note Template 
For each novel/play completed in this course, fill out the template below either electronically or on a 4x6 note card. 

Consider the significance of the work as a whole when deciding what information to include.   
Please keep all notecards in a safe place to review for the AP Literature Exam. 

 
Front of Card 

Novel title:  Author:   
    
Genre: Publication year / literary period: 
 
Plotline (introduction, RA, climax, FA, resolution) – Be concise! 
 
 
 
Major conflicts (man v. ____ and give the novel's example): 
 
 
Setting and significance: 
 
 
Major characters and function: 
 

 
 
 

Back of Card 
Narrative style (POV) and text structure (chapters?  other divisions? unique 
characteristics?): 
 
 
 
Subjects / themes (complete claims on human behavior proven by evidence): 
 
 
 
Cited memorable quotes (for potential use in an AP essay): 
 
 
 
 
Dominant and repeating tropes or literary elements (multiple, cited examples of 
each): 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 

 


