
 
 
 
 

 
On Veterans Day, District 200 students attend school to learn about, honor, 
and recognize the men and women of the United States Armed Forces. 
They pay tribute to past and present veterans who served our country for 
the cause of freedom. 
  
Here are just a few examples of the activities that occurred on Veterans 
Day 2008 in District 200. 
 
 
 

Sandburg Elementary School Recognizes Veterans 
 
Sandburg Elementary invited veterans and parents to join them to raise the flag.  The Boy Scouts 
raised the flag, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance, and the first grade class lead in singing The 
Star Spangled Banner.  Veteran’s were also invited to a reception in the staff center and will 
spoke in some of our classrooms. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

___________________________________________________ 
 
 

2008 Veteran’s Day Activities at Jefferson Preschool 
 
On Tuesday, November 11, Jefferson Preschool Teacher Amy Norton and her student, Olivia 
Chandler, appeared on the “Joy in the Morning Show” at Wheaton College Radio WETN.  Joy 
Curry, the host of “Joy in the Morning”, interviewed Amy and Olivia about the Veteran’s Day 
activities at Jefferson Preschool.  Olivia gave a compelling account, from her four year old 
perspective, of our Veteran’s Day activities, stating that she thought the troops would enjoy the 
popcorn we were sending to them, the most!  
 
On November 7, as a culmination of events leading up to Veteran’s Day, Jefferson hosted 
veterans at a special ceremony where the color guards from Marmion Academy and Wheaton 
College presented the colors and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. The attending veterans 
were presented with a card and a thank you from our students for keeping them safe and for 
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serving our country. A student representative from each class “mailed” a handmade card in a 
life-sized mailbox to troops overseas.  These cards, along with care packages created from 
Jefferson family contributions, will be sent to troops stationed overseas via Illinois Operation 
Support Our Troops. Many families and friends of Jefferson preschool generously donated the 
top 10 needed items for members of the military, which included beef jerky, popcorn and 
breakfast bars among other items.   
 
The ceremony concluded with images of veterans and our brave men and women currently 
serving in our armed forces filling the screen and the entire audience joining in singing “The Star 
Spangled Banner”.  Invited veterans and the color guards were invited back to classrooms for 
refreshments and friendship. 
 
Please visit our website to view the pictures and the presentation from that special day! 
http://jefferson.cusd200.org . 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

____________________________________________ 
 

Monroe Middle School Raises the Flag for Veterans 
 
Vietnam veterans, Sgt. Sam Maggio and Sgt. James Myrik, led Monroe Middle School by raising 
the flag to start the Veterans Day program. A tribute to the school’s name sake, James Howard 
Monroe, a Medal of Honor recipient, was read followed by the National Anthem, the Pledge of 
Allegiance, and the playing of Taps. Vietnam veteran Ralph Heatherington, Sgt. Triplett, and 
Cpl. Turner, both from Operation Desert Storm, spoke to the students during the day.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Olivia and Mom, Joy Olivia and Her Teacher, Amy Norton 

Jim Myrick & Sam Maggio Raise 
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Triplett 
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___________________________________________ 
 

Whittier Elementary School Honors Over 40 Veterans 
 

Over 40 veterans, along with parents and visitors, attended a program at Whittier Elementary 
School to recognize the contributions of these brave men and women and to their service to the 
freedom available to students and their families. Whittier Principal Joanne Hall welcomed the 
guests to the program. The local Cub Scout troupe served as the color guard followed by the 
National Anthem. Students read short reports about the significance of the day and extended 
their appreciation to those who serve. A reception for the veterans was held in the school 
following the ceremony and they visited classrooms to share their experiences with studnets. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

_____________________________________________ 
Longfellow Welcomes Veterans with Open Arms 

  
 
Longfellow Elementary School invited guests to join them in a tribute to the heroes of our 
Country - the veterans. The veterans were treated to a pre-program reception hosted by the 
Longfellow PTA. The program opened with a bag pipe solo and a parade of flags. The 
Longfellow String Orchestra played and fourth and fifth grade students read poems and 
preformed a play about the contributions made by veterans to protect our freedoms. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

______________________________________________________ 
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Franklin Sends a Gift to One of Their Own 

 
Mr. Jack Erwin, a current teacher at Franklin Middle School, is also a major currently serving in 
Afghanistan. The students and staff have been corresponding with him since his deployment. On 
Veterans Day, they gathered on the field in their red, white and blue to say hello and thank you 
to Maj. Erwin and to let him know that their thoughts and support are with him. 

  
 
 
 

_____________________________________________________ 
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Emerson students and staff recognized veterans Bert Swiderski, Cliff 
Mortenson, Dave Figgins, Bill Hottendorf and Ed Rowe for the contributions  

 
 
 

Emerson Thanks Veterans with Honor 
 

Students and staff at Emerson Elementary honored veterans with a video entitled, “Why Do We 
Celebrate Veterans Day?” With help from the Wheaton Fire Department, a speaker, and national 
news clips from ABC News, 5th grade students read poetry about the role that veterans play in 
the life of our country.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


