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Dear Parent:

District 200 continues to work aggressively to define what students should know and be able to do as a result of
their schooling.  This brochure contains a summary of our work to date for your child’s grade in school.

The curriculum for each grade is a definition of what we want students to learn during the year.  It is written to
include the knowledge and skills that are considered meaningful and important to a student’s age and level of
development.  While the Illinois Learning Standards provide the framework for the development of District 200’s
curriculum, our local expectations often exceed those defined by the state.

We measure a student’s success in meeting District 200’s curricular expectations in a variety of ways.  The one
most familiar to you may be the Illinois Standards Achievement Test (ISAT) examination, the state test given each
spring to measure the extent to which students have mastered the state learning standards for their grade.
Individual student ISAT scores are distributed to parents in the fall so that you will know how well your child has
mastered the state learning standards, which, as noted above, are incorporated into the District’s curriculum.

We also have developed local tests that will show us how well students are learning the District’s curriculum.
These local assessments are developed and administered as each new curriculum is implemented, although not all
subjects will be tested in each grade every year.  These tests will assist our teachers and the District Office in mak-
ing curricular decisions and planning professional development for our staff.

We have prepared this curriculum brochure so that you can guide and reinforce your child’s learning.  Research
tells us and we know from our own experiences that children achieve at higher levels when parents are actively
involved with their learning.  We encourage you to spend time with your child each day to help with his/her
school work and to talk about what he/she is learning.

Included with this brochure is an insert explaining the purpose and grading codes for the elementary report card.
You are receiving this prior to the distribution of the first report card so that you know in advance how your child
will be assessed.  Being familiar with this information will help you have a more meaningful conference with your
child’s teacher in November.

We hope both of these documents will be a useful resource to you throughout the year.  If you have questions
about the material in this brochure, please contact your child’s teacher or principal for more information.  I wish
you and your child a most successful year in District 200!

Sincerely,

Richard W. Drury, Ed.D.
Superintendent




