
 
 

English Language Arts County-Wide Institute Day 
Wheaton North High School 

Friday, March 1, 2019 
 

CELEBRATING LANGUAGE ARTS: Literature as Life’s Lens 
For information and registration for the event, find the link at our school website: 

https://www.cusd200.org/domain/83 

 

We are very pleased to announce our keynote speaker: 

A Brief Biography: 

Rita Dove served as Poet Laureate of the United States and Consultant to the 

Library of Congress from 1993 to 1995 and as Poet Laureate of the Commonwealth 

of Virginia from 2004 to 2006. She has received numerous literary and academic 

honors, among them the 1987 Pulitzer Prize in Poetry (video) and, more recently, 

the 2003 Emily Couric Leadership Award, the 2001 Duke Ellington Lifetime 

Achievement Award, the 1997 Sara Lee Frontrunner Award, the 1997 Barnes & 

Noble Writers for Writers Award, the 1996 Heinz Award in the Arts and Humanities 

and the 1996 National Humanities Medal (video) from President Clinton. In 2006 

she received the Common Wealth Award of Distinguished Service (award 

details, press release, newspaper coverage and photos), in 2007 she became a Chubb Fellow at Yale University, in 

2008 she was honored with the Library of Virginia's Lifetime Achievement Award, and in 2009 she received the 

Fulbright Lifetime Achievement Medal and the Premio Capri, followed by the Hurston/Wright Legacy Award in 

2010, the Furious Flower Lifetime Achievement Award and the Carole Weinstein Prize in 2014, the 2015 Poetry 

and People International Prize in Guangdong, China, the 2016 Stone Award for Lifetime Achievement, the 2017 

Harold Washington Literary Award and, also in 2017, the inaugural U.S. Presidential Scholars Award from the 

Presidential Scholars Foundation (which she received together with fellow 1970 Presidential and National Merit 

Scholar Merrick Garland). President Barack Obama presented her with the 2011 National Medal of Arts (White 

House video-excerpt, White House video-full ceremony, personal slide show), which made her the only poet with 

both the National Humanities Medal and the National Medal of Arts to her credit. To date, 27 honorary doctorates 

have been bestowed upon Rita Dove, most recently by Yale University in 2014 and by Smith College and Harvard 

University in 2018. 

Wheaton North High School will host the 13th Annual “Celebrating Language Arts” Institute Day on Friday, 
March 1, 2019.  We seek proposals offering ideas and activities associated with Kenneth Burke’s idea that “literary 

works could serve as ‘equipment for living’ by revealing familiar narrative patterns that would make sense of new 

and chaotic situations” used by Christopher Benfey in his article “A Tale of Two Iliads” in the September 25, 2003 

The New York Review of Books.  In it, he introduces two essays comparing events leading up to and including 

World War II with Homer’s account of the Trojan War; indeed, those two essays provided such “equipment for 

living” to the 1930s – 1950s world , as their authors—Simone Weil and Rachel Bespalof—write of the opposing 

combatants in the world then, and now: force vs. resistance.  How does the literature we use in our classrooms 

provide such “equipment for living”, and how do we guide our students toward such an understanding?  How do we 

take literature out of the vacuum in which many students believe it lies, and into students’ modern lives? 
 
 

          Rita Dove! 

 

https://www.cusd200.org/domain/83
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AyH01SiTA8U&list=UU-iGrbMZqlw3H7erEm_-Oyw&index=31&feature=plcp
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HKI-EjQkJvc
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Common_Wealth_Award_of_Distinguished_Service
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Common_Wealth_Award_of_Distinguished_Service
http://people.virginia.edu/~rfd4b/Common%20Wealth%20Awards.pdf
http://people.virginia.edu/~rfd4b/Newsleader%20article.pdf
http://people.virginia.edu/~rfd4b/CommonWealth/index.html
http://chubbfellowship.org/about/sort/by_name
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FFas04GhlDY&feature=youtu.be
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FFas04GhlDY&feature=youtu.be
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AzYC3eYjqG8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OPIYicpwc4A


Our presenters will offer sessions in the complete language arts field: the literature of novels, short 
fiction, and poetry; the rhetoric of nonfiction; the analysis of film; the literacy skills of reading and 
vocabulary building; the writing skills of memoir work and journaling, creative writing, rhetorical 
writing, and journalism; the specialized curriculum of speech programs, Advanced Placement courses, 
theater and acting; the teaching practices of assessment (especially the paper load), implementing new 
programs, and incorporating technology; and more.  

 
Proposed Time Schedule: 

7:00 – 7:50  Registration, Coffee/Rolls and Bagels  10:30 – 11:20 Session D 
7:55 – 8:45  Session A     11:25 – 11:55 Lunch + Networking 
8:50 – 9:30  Session B     12:00 – 1:00 Keynote Address: Rita Dove 
9:35 – 10:25  Session C 

   
For more information, contact 

Nicole.Blazier@cusd200.org  OR Debra.VanGetson@cusd200.org 
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