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MINUTES 
BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING 

COMMUNITY UNIT SCHOOL DISTRICT 200 
April 10, 2013 

 
The first regular meeting of the month of April of the Board of Education of Community Unit 
School District 200, DuPage County, Illinois, was called to order at Longfellow Elementary 
School, 311 W. Seminary, Wheaton, IL, by Board President Rosemary Swanson, on Wednesday, 
April 10, 2013, at 6:30 PM.   
 
ROLL CALL 
Upon the roll being called, the following were present: 
 
Board Members: Rosemary Swanson  
   Barbara Intihar 
   Ken Knicker 
   Joann Coghill 
   Jim Gambaiani 
   Andy Johnson 
   Jim Vroman  
 
Also in Attendance: Dr. Brian Harris 
   Mrs. Faith Dahlquist 
   Mr. Bill Farley 
   Mr. Rodney Mack 
   Mrs. Joanne Panopoulos 
   Dr. Robert Rammer 
  
CLOSED SESSION 
Member Vroman moved, Member Coghill seconded to adjourn to Closed Session for the purpose 
of discussing Student Discipline 5ILCS120/2(c)(9).   Upon a roll call being taken, the vote was: 
AYE 7, NAY 0.  The motion carried 7-0. 
 
The meeting was adjourned to Closed Session at 6:32 PM. 
 
RECONVENE IN OPEN SESSION 
Member Johnson moved, Member Intihar seconded to reconvene in Open Session.  Upon a roll 
call being taken, the vote was: AYE 7, NAY 0.  The motion carried 7-0. 
 
The meeting was reconvened in Open Session at 7:31 PM 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Mrs. Dianne Thornburg led the Board and community in the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
COMMUNICATION WITH THE HOST SCHOOL 
Longfellow Principal, Mrs. Dianne Thornburg, welcomed the Board of Education, 
Administration and community to the School.   Mrs. Thornburg thanked Member Johnson and 
Member Knicker for their service and dedication.  The PTA was thanked for the refreshments 
and the staff was recognized.  Students demonstrated lessons from the PE program.  The students 
are part of Team of Tomorrow and demonstrated their routine and ball handling skills.   
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MODIFICATIONS TO THE AGENDA 
None 
 
RECOGNITIONS AND ACHIEVEMENTS 
Dr. Harris stated that WWSHS had six National Merit finalists and two Presidential Scholars.  
WWSHS Principal Dave Claypool introduced the students. 
 
The NEW 200 Foundation awarded the Distinguished Teacher Award to Deanna Bero, Heidi 
Galassi and Jon Nowortya. 
 
Member Andy Johnson and Member Ken Knicker were honored and thanked for their service on 
the Board of Education by fellow Board members and Dr. Harris.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS – Agenda Items 
President Swanson stated that while the Board appreciates all questions and comments, it may 
not be prepared to respond at this meeting.  Speakers were asked to confine their comments to 
three minutes or less.  To ensure dignified and respectful presentation of all sides of any issue, it 
is asked that audience representatives refrain from applause or other expressions of support or 
opposition to comments being made.   
   
Speaker Patricia Herrmann 
Topic Virtual Charter School  
 
 
SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 
Dr. Harris reported the following: 

• Mary Davis was introduced.  Mrs. Davis will be approved on the Personnel Report as the 
new Assistant Director of Special Services. 

• A WWSHS student passed away.  This is the worst phone call a superintendent and 
principal can receive.  The staff was commended for the manner in which they handled 
the situation and provided support for students, staff and parents. 

• The Jefferson referendum was not approved by the community, but Dan Wagner and 
Susan Booton did a great job and were thanked for their efforts. Passing a bond issue is 
not easy, especially in today’s financial situation.  The Board and district will take time to 
discuss and determine where the district goes from here.  There is a need to engage the 
community to find out what they will support so the district can look for solutions to 
address Jefferson and possibly some other capital needs in the district.  The district must 
continue to maintain a fund balance consistent with policy and the recommendations of 
the auditors and financial advisors and continue to have a balanced budget. 

 
CONSENT AGENDA 

1. Acceptance of a Gift to Lowell Elementary School – Recommend acceptance of the gift 
to Lowell Elementary School as presented. 

2. Acceptance of a Gift to Madison Elementary School – Recommend acceptance of the gift 
to Madison Elementary School as presented. 

3. Acceptance of a Gift to Pleasant Hill Elementary School – Recommend acceptance of the 
gift to Pleasant Hill Elementary School as presented. 

4. Appointment of District representative to the DAOES Board of Directors – Recommend 
the appointment of Robert Rammer as the representative to the DAOES Board of 
Directors as presented. 
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5. Approval to Post Freshman and Sophomore English I Level Curriculum – Recommend 
approval to post the curriculum for public review and comment as presented. 

6. Approval of Elementary Math Manipulatives – Recommend the approval of the 
elementary math manipulatives as presented. 

7. Approval of IHSA Annual Renewal – Recommend the approval of the IHSA membership 
renewal for both high schools as presented. 

8. Approval of Print Services Release and Satisfaction Agreement – Recommend approval 
of the release and satisfaction agreement as presented. 

9. Approval of AIMSWeb Software Renewal – Recommend approval of the software 
renewal as presented. 

10. Approval of Lease Agreement of Activity Vehicles – Recommend approval of the lease 
agreement for activity vehicles as presented. 

11. Approval to Set the Last Day of School for the 2012-13 School Year – Recommend the 
approval to set the last day of school for the 2012-13 school year as June 5, 2013 as 
presented. 

12. Approval of Bills Payable and Payroll – Recommend approval of the bills payable and 
payroll as presented. 

13. Approval of Minutes – February 27, 2013 Special Meeting Open and Closed, February 
27 Committee of the Whole, March 13, Open and Closed, March 18 Public Hearing Open 
and Closed and Approval to Destroy the Recordings of Closed Sessions Prior to 
November 2011 as Allowable by Law - Recommend that the minutes be approved as 
presented and the approval to destroy the closed session recordings as permissible by law.  
The closed session minutes will remain closed. 

14. Approval of Personnel Report to Include Employment, Resignation, Retirement and 
Leave of Absence of Administrative, Certified, Classified and Non-Union Staff.  
Recommend the approval of the Personnel Report as presented.   

 
MOTION 
Member Vroman moved, Member Johnson seconded to accept the Consent Agenda as presented.  
Upon a roll call vote being taken, the vote was: AYE 7, NAY 0.  The motion carried 7-0. 
 
ACTION ITEMS 
Approval of Resolution to Deny the Illinois Virtual Charter School at Fox Valley Proposal 
District 200 and 17 other districts in the area received requests for a proposal to establish a K-12 
virtual charter school within the community.  On March 18, 2013, the district conducted a Public 
Hearing on the proposal as prescribed by law.  Representatives from Illinois Virtual Learning 
Solutions and K-12 shared information about their proposal. Community members asked 
questions and made statements during the Public Comments section of the meeting.  Staff asked 
over 80 questions about the proposal in three categories; general operations, curriculum and 
instruction, and financial.  The representatives responded to a few of the questions but indicated 
that they would have to provide answers to the remaining questions at a later date.  Dr. Harris 
told the representatives they had until Friday, March 20 at noon to respond to the questions for 
full consideration. The 1000 page response was not received until Friday April 5, 2013 and was 
too late for consideration.  The Board met in closed session following the public hearing to 
discuss the proposal.  Consensus was to deny the request.  Attached to the report is a resolution 
to deny the Illinois Virtual Charter School at Fox Valley proposal.  It is recommended that the 
Board approve the resolution to deny the Illinois Virtual Charter School at Fox Valley Proposal 
as presented. 
 
Dr. Harris reported that the response received did not really respond to specific questions, but 
was more of a revised proposal.  There is legislation currently in the House to issue a moratorium 



Open Session Minutes – April 10, 2013  Page 4 

to ban charter schools.  It is anticipated that the next step will be the charter school group 
petitioning the Charter School Commission. 
 
Mr. Knicker read the resolution. 
 
MOTION 
Member Johnson moved, Member Intihar seconded to approve the resolution to deny the Illinois 
Virtual Charter School at Fox Valley.  Upon a roll call being taken, the vote was:  AYE 7,  
NAY 0.  The motion carried 7-0. 
 
Approval of Agreement with TCPN for High School Synthetic Fields Replacement 
In June of 2003 the Board of Education approved the installation of the Field Turf product on 
both high school campuses.   At the time the district was transitioning from natural grass fields to 
synthetic surfaces.   As part of the project, work was also done on the sub structure of the fields 
to allow for appropriate grading and drainage.   The installed fields carried an eight-year 
warranty, and had a projected life-span of 8-10 years.  At the completion of this school year the 
fields will have been in place for 10 years.  It is now time to replace the existing field surfaces.  
The process involves the removal of the infill and carpet and replacing with new.   Some of the 
existing infill will be reused.   The district has the opportunity to purchase the new fields under a 
competitively bid process through The Cooperative Purchasing Network (TCPN).  Under this 
approach, the School District will be assigned TCPN’s Field Turf contract for which TCPN bid.  
The function of the removal of the existing fields was not included in the TCPN bid, so this was 
bid separately by the district. 
 
The total cost for both fields is $737,949.40.  The district is not entertaining the alternates 
provided at this time, but may choose to purchase a field groomer that both high schools could 
share at a later date.  The cost to remove the existing fields and level the surface was bid separate 
by the district and totaled $88,760, bringing the total cost of the project to $826,709.40 for both 
schools. 
 
In order to complete this work, the district must enter into an intergovernmental agreement with 
TCPN, and approve the appropriate contracts and supplementary conditions with Field Turf.  All 
of these documents were attached to the board report.  District counsel has reviewed all of the 
documents.  It is recommended that the Board of Education approve and ratify the following 
agreements related to the installation of turf surfaces at Wheaton North High School and 
Wheaton Warrenville South High School. 
 
MOTION 
Member Intihar moved, Member Coghill seconded to the agreement with TCPN for high school 
synthetic fields replacement.  Upon a roll call being taken, the vote was:  AYE 7, NAY 0.  The 
motion carried 7-0. 
 
Approval of Turf Removal Project Bid 
The two (2) existing turf fields at both high schools were installed in 2003 and are in need of 
replacement.  The project for the new turf and installation will be purchased through a national 
government purchasing cooperative that has already been competitively bid.  However, the turf 
removal project was not part of this national bid, and therefore, needed to be bid out by the 
District.  A bid package was prepared for the labor, materials, and equipment to remove the two 
(2) existing infilled turf fields and prepare the base for new turf.   Notification of the bid was 
advertised in the Daily Herald and on the District’s website.  Bid packages were sent to ten (10) 
vendors and we received bids from two (2) vendors.  It is recommended that the Board of 
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Education approve the bid of M-C Sport Systems, Inc. in the amount of $88,760.00 for the turf 
removal project. 
 
MOTION 
Member Intihar moved, Member Coghill seconded to approve the turf removal project bid as 
presented.  Upon a roll call being taken, the vote was:  AYE 7, NAY 0.  The motion carried  
7-0. 
 
Approval of Performance Contracting Projects – WWSHS 
The Board Capital Planning Committee engaged in a lengthy review process of performance 
contracting. Performance Contracting is a different approach from the traditional capital renewal 
process. Benefits include guaranteed energy savings, no change orders and a "turn key" process. 
In July 2012 the Board of Education engaged Performance Services to perform a series of 
projects at Lowell, Franklin and Wheaton North High School.   Those projects are now complete 
and Performance Services created a priority list for all school buildings (except Jefferson).  At 
the February Committee of the Whole staff presented the priority list options to the Board of 
Education.  At the March Board Meeting staff recommended a modified option which included 
lighting work as well as the installation of a Jockey Boiler at Wheaton Warrenville South.   This 
work is similar to the scope of work recently completed at Wheaton North.  Additional smaller 
scale lighting projects were also listed for consideration.   At this time, it is the recommendation 
of staff to move forward with the work at WWSHS.  The smaller projects can be addressed at a 
later time as funding becomes available.  It is recommended that the Board of Education approve 
the contract with Performance Services for lighting and jockey boiler installation at WWSHS in 
the amount not to exceed $410,030, and direct staff to apply for corresponding DCEO grant 
funding of approximately $94,630. 
 
MOTION 
Member Johnson moved, Member Knicker seconded to approve the contract with Performance 
Services for lighting and jockey boiler installation at WWSHS in the amount not to exceed 
$410,030, and direct staff to apply for corresponding DCEO grant funding of approximately 
$94,630.  Upon a roll call being taken, the vote was: AYE 7, NAY 0.  The motion carried 7-0. 
 
Appointment of a Law Firm 
As part of District Goal three (3) to achieve long-term financial stability by managing District 
resources prudently, the Board of Education established a goal to complete a comprehensive 
review of district legal services.  In September 2012, the Board appointed members Knicker and 
Vroman to the Legal Services Committee. In addition to Board representatives, the 
Superintendent and the Assistant Superintendent for Operations, Student Services and Business 
Services also participated on the committee.  The committee reviewed a Request for 
Qualifications (RFQ) document which staff prepared.  Once finalized the document was sent out 
to thirty-eight (38) school legal firms.  Of these, thirteen (13) replied to the RFQ.  The Legal 
Services Committee reviewed all thirteen (13) responses, and invited six (6) firms to be 
interviewed by the committee.  A set of questions was prepared, and the committee met over a 
two-day period to interview the firms. The committee then met to review and chose a firm.   
After the final review of qualifications and cost, it is the recommendation of the committee to 
appoint Robbins Schwartz as the law firm of the Board of Education. We believe this firm will 
continue to meet our high standards of legal representation.  Additionally, the cost structure will 
result in a reduction in fees.  It is recommended that the Board of Education appoint Robbins 
Schwartz as legal counsel to the Board of Education. 
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Robbins Schwartz will officially begin to service the district as of July 1, 2013.   Staff will work 
with the current firm and Robbins Schwartz on a transition plan.  It should be noted that some 
legal issues may continue with current counsel until completed.  The new Board of Education 
will be asked to affirm both legal firms in May once they are seated. 
 
MOTION 
Member Knicker moved, Member Vroman seconded to appoint Robbins Schwartz as legal 
counsel to the Board of Education effective July 1, 2013.  Upon a roll call being taken, the vote 
was: AYE 7, NAY 0.  The motion carried 7-0. 
 
Dr. Harris introduced Mr. Joe Perkoski from Robbins Schwartz.  Mr. Perkoski stated that the 
firm is looking forward to working with the district and Board of Education. 
 
Approval of Transportation Services Contract Bid 
The District bid transportation services in 2009 and the Board of Education awarded a three-year 
contract in May, 2009 to First Student for regular and special education in-district transportation, 
and to Septran Inc. for special education out of district transportation.  Since this time, the 
District has been able to extend the contract according to Illinois School Code for an additional 
year by mutual agreement of both parties.  Subsequently, the Board approved a one year contract 
extension with no increase in February 2012 with First Student, and in May 2012 with Septran, 
both of which are set to expire on June 30, 2013.  A bid package was prepared that included 
three (3) base bids.  Base Bid A included all regular in-district transportation services.  Base Bid 
B included all special education in-district transportation services.  Base Bid C included all 
special education out of district transportation services.  Vendors were allowed to bid on any or 
all of the base bids.  Legal notice was published and bids were sent to eleven (11) potential 
vendors.  Five (5) bids were received.   
 
Base Bids A and B were evaluated based on total for all one-way rates.  Base Bid C was 
evaluated based on total cost to service the out-of-district transportation.  The regular school 
term was based on 176 days.  The transportation contract period is for a three (3) year term from 
July 1, 2013 through June 30, 2016.  The agreement may be extended for additional 2-year terms 
based on mutual agreement, and in accordance with Illinois School Code.  
 
Two (2) vendors bid on Base Bid A – First Student and Illinois Central School Bus (Illinois 
Central).  Four (4) vendors bid on Base Bid B – First Student, Illinois Central, Septran Inc., and 
Richlee Vans, Inc.  The rates listed are for one-way routes.  The bid submitted by Illinois Central 
stated they would only be willing to accept the award of Base Bid A and Base Bid B together.  
While First Student’s one-way route rates for regular transportation are less than those of Illinois 
Central, Illinois Central’s one-way route rates for special education in-district transportation are 
considerably less than all three (3) other vendors.  All rates bid by Illinois Central are below our 
current rates and they do not exceed the current rate even in the third year of the contract. Based 
on a review, evaluation, and financial analysis (see attached Base Bid A & B Analysis 
spreadsheet), the lowest bidder for the combined Base Bid A and B is Illinois Central for an 
estimated annual cost of $4,906,268.  Two (2) vendors bid on Base Bid C  - Septran Inc. and 
Spare Wheels.  These rates are based on a cost per vehicle per day.  Based on a review, 
evaluation, and financial analysis (see attached Base Bid C Analysis spreadsheet), the lowest 
bidder for Base Bid C is Septran Inc. for an estimated annual cost of $560,208.  It is 
recommended that the Board of Education approve Base Bid A and Base Bid B from Illinois 
Central School Bus, and Base Bid C from Septran Inc. for a three (3) year contract period. 
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It is recommended that the Board of Education approve Base Bid A and Base Bid B from Illinois 
Central School Bus, and Base Bid C from Septran Inc. for a three (3) year contract period. 
 
MOTION 
Member Vroman moved, Member Intihar seconded to approve Base Bid A and Base Bid B from 
Illinois Central School Bus, and Base Bid C from Septran Inc. for a three (3) year contract 
period.  Upon a roll call being taken, the vote was: AYE 7, NAY 0.  The motion carried 7-0. 
 
Adoption of Resolution for Reduction in Force, Dismissal, and Termination of Certified Staff 
The Illinois School Code requires that certified staff receive notice of non-renewal or honorable 
dismissal 45 days before the end of the school term.  A resolution that was attached to the board 
report addresses non-renewals and/or honorable dismissals for the end of the 2012-2013 school 
term.  It is recommended that the Board of Education adopt the Resolution Authorizing Notice of 
Non-Renewal to Non-Tenured Teachers Other Than Final Year Probationary Teachers. 
 
Member Knicker read the resolution. 
 
MOTION 
Member Johnson moved, Member Coghill seconded to adopt the Resolution Authorizing Notice 
of Non-Renewal to Non-Tenured Teachers Other Than Final Year Probationary Teachers.  Upon 
a roll call being taken, the vote was: AYE 7, NAY 0.  The motion carried 7-0. 
 
Approval of Student Expulsion 
The Board of Education of Wheaton Warrenville Community Unit School District 200 is 
authorized to expel students guilty of gross disobedience or misconduct for a period not to 
exceed two years.  The Board, in Closed Session, reviewed the hearing officer’s report regarding 
the student discipline issue of Student 2012-13-02.   
 
MOTION 
Member Intihar moved, Member Vroman seconded to uphold the expulsion of student 2012-13-
02 for the remainder of the 2012-13 school year and that the expulsion be held in abeyance in 
lieu of enrollment in and completion of a program in an alternative educational setting to be 
determined by the district.  If the student does not enroll in or complete the alternative 
educational program, the expulsion will be immediately enacted for the remainder of the 
expulsion term without further action by the Board of Education.  Upon a roll call being taken, 
the vote was: AYE 7, NAY 0.  The motion carried 7-0. 
 
ORAL REPORTS 
Enrollment Study Update 
Mr. Bill Farley presented information on the following points: 
Intent of Enrollment Study 
Benefits of Enrollment Study 
Enrollment Report 
Kasarda Report 
District Background 
Enrollment Trends 
Factors of Enrollment Change 
Interrelated Factors that Play a Role in Projections 
Projections 
Historical Enrollment Information 
Bottom Line 
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Moving Forward 
 
It was suggested that an enrollment study be conducted every four to five years and possibly a 
policy should be developed to address this.  As the enrollment projections are reported out, it will 
be important to make sure the explanation of the early childhood center rolling enrollment 
numbers is clearly explained.  Mr. Farley also indicated that staff will need to look closely at 
special education and ELL numbers. 
 
An advisory committee will be formed that will include staff, parents and community members.  
The committee will be chaired by the Assistant Superintendent for Business Operations and the 
Director of Public Relations.  The committee will report and provide updates to the 
Superintendent and Board of Education.  Dr. Harris stated that the committee will most likely 
begin their work this summer. 
 
WRITTEN REPORTS 
FOIA Report 
This report was provided for information only. 
 
REPORTS FROM BOARD MEMBERS  
President Swanson stated that as the Board goes about forming a newly seated group of 
members, some board workshops will be scheduled and possible dates that all members are 
available will need to be determined.  The new board will need to talk about areas that have been 
worked on and areas of board work that might need to be improved upon.  President Swanson 
expressed concerns about information that goes out from board members and the need for 
respectful, factual and fair information.  Anything else erodes at the respect for each other and 
staff. 
 
TOPICS FOR FUTURE DISCUSSION 
Technology Update 
Social Emotional Learning Standards 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
April 16, 2013 Chat with the Board – 4:00-5:00 - WWSHS 
April 24, 2013 – Committee of the Whole – 7:30 PM - SSC 
 
May 7, 2013 – Special Meeting to Seat and Reorganize the New Board – 5:30 PM, SSC 
 
NEXT REGULAR MEETING 
May 8, 2013 – Madison Elementary School, 7:30 PM 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS – Non-Agenda Items 
President Swanson stated that while the Board appreciates all questions and comments, it may 
not be prepared to respond at this meeting.  Speakers were asked to confine their comments to 
three minutes or less.  To ensure dignified and respectful presentation of all sides of any issue, it 
is asked that audience representatives refrain from applause or other expressions of support or 
opposition to comments being made.   
   
Speaker Mark Stern 
Topic Referendum 
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ADJOURNMENT 
MOTION 
There being no further business to come before the Board in Open Session, Member Intihar 
moved, Member Johnson seconded to adjourn the meeting to Closed Session for the purpose of 
discussing Pending Litigation 5ILCS120/2(c)(11), Purchase or Lease of Real Property for the 
Use of the District 5ILCS120/2(c)(5), and Personnel Items 5ILCS120/2(c)(1).  Upon a roll call 
vote being taken, the vote was: AYE 7, NAY 0.  The motion carried 7-0. 
 
 
The meeting was adjourned to closed session at 9:51 PM. 
 
 
 
 
______________________________  ____________________________________ 
Ken Knicker, Secretary                Rosemary Swanson, President 


