
Board of Education Meeting Highlights 
December 12, 2012 – Lowell Elementary School 
 

Communication with Host School 

Principal Denise DeSalvo welcomed the Board of Education with a wonderful photo slideshow of the 

school year. DeSalvo then focused on classroom instruction and reviewed highlights of Lowell’s 

school improvement plan. A copy of her presentation can be found attached.  

 

Finally, the Lowell chorus, directed by Ms. Danielle Hayes, brought some holiday cheer to the Board 

by singing several holiday songs. 

 

Superintendent Report 

Everyone knows that Dr. Harris loves good trivia. In honor of 12/12/12, Dr. Harris began the meeting 

by sharing some unique facts about the historical date. Did you know that 12/12/12 is the last major 

numerical date for the 21st Century? Number crunchers have a profound respect for the number 12, 

mainly because of its divisibility capabilities. After all, it can divided into halves, thirds, fourths, 

sixths, and twelfths. So it can only be assumed that mathematicians will find 12/12/12 to be three times 

more exciting than a normal “12” day. Finally, according to Chinese numerology, the number one is a 

yang number which is ruled by the sun and represents independence and individualism. Two is a yin 

number which is ruled by the moon and represents symmetry and balance. When placed together, the 

number 12 brings harmony to the yin and yang, balancing the feminine energy of the moon with the 

masculine energy of the sun. So, what we can gather is that 12/12/12 equals lots of harmony.  

 

Our English Language Learner (ELL) Department recently developed a new program brochure that 

details the programs & services offered to our ELL students. To view the brochure, click here.  

 

The last several months have been challenging for administrators and teachers alike with changes in 

legislation that affect curriculum, teacher and administrator evaluations and more. District leadership 

will continue to focus on college and career readiness, 21st Century learning skills, implementing new 

learning standards and professional learning communities. According to Dr. Harris, “if we focus on our 

core business, everything else will fall into place and work itself out.” 

 

Dr. Harris also presented the 1
st
 Quarter Financial Update document to the Board. In summary, 

September 30th marked the end of the FY13 1st Quarter. Revenues are tracking as anticipated. The 

State of Illinois is behind on one quarterly payment. The revenues reflected are late payments from the 

prior fiscal year. The outstanding amount of FY13 state categorical funding is approximately $2.5 

million. Expenditures are also tracking as expected. It is important to note that our largest salary line-

item is for teacher salaries. Teachers are paid from September through June, which explains why YTD 

figures are not at the ¼ point as one would expect. 

 

Finally, we expect our state legislators to make a decision on pension reform in the coming months. 

District staff will closely monitor the situation and keep the Board updated.    

 

The Board took the following actions: 

 
Accepted a Gift to Pleasant Hill Elementary School 

Approved to Post Revised Policy 7.270 Administering Medicines To Students for Public Review and Comment 

Approved to Post Revised Policy 7.70 Student Attendance and Truancy for Public Review and Comment 

Approved to Post Proposed Policy 4.15 Identity Protection for Public Review and Comment 

Approved to Purchase Playground Equipment for Pleasant Hill School 

http://www.cusd200.org/23531075104947783/lib/23531075104947783/ELL_Brochure_2012.pdf


Approved Bills Payable and Payroll 

Approved Minutes - November 14, 2012 Open and Closed, Approval to Destroy Recordings of Closed Sessions 

Prior to July 2011 As Allowable by Law. 

Approved Personnel Report & Supplemental Personnel Report 

Adopted the 2012 Levy 

 

Written Reports  
FY13 Grant Report 

FOIA Report 

 

Discussion Item  
Jefferson/Facilities Development 

 

The Board of Education heard presentations from both Legat Architects and PMA Financial Advisors. Copies of 

both presentations are attached. After much discussion, we anticipate that on January 9
th
, the Board will take 

action to place a question on April 9, 2013 ballot to rebuild Jefferson Early Childhood Center. The Board came 

to a general consensus that they will consider the “courtyard” design option and funding option #2. For full 

details please refer to the presentations.  

 

Topics for Future Discussion  
Curriculum Updates 

 

Reports from Board Members   
Learning & Teaching Committee 

 

Announcements  
Committee of the Whole - January 23, 2013 – 7:30 PM - SSC 

Chance to Chat - January 26, 2013 SSC 9:00-10:30 AM 

  

Next   Regular Meeting  
January 9, 2013 - Hubble Middle School 7:30 PM 

 

 


