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From the Administrators
Dear Falcon Families,
The rst weeks of 2021 have not started with the sense of
refresh and renewal that we’d all been yearning to greet us with
the turn of the calendar page. As we shared in a message earlier
this week, Wheaton North science teacher, Ms. Katie Hancock, unexpectedly but peacefully
passed away at her home due to natural causes. Ms. Hancock will be genuinely missed. With
her deep roots here at Wheaton North, as a graduate of our school and having taught here for
the past 15 years, we will continue to grieve this loss with our students and the entire Falcon
community for quite some time. To assist your family during this time, we’ve included grief
resources links as resources below. In the coming weeks, we’ll also be providing students
opportunities to share the impact Ms. Hancock has had on them, as they continue to process
this loss and the emotions they’re experiencing.
In addition to this tragic loss, we recognize the divides and struggles within our nation are felt
by our staff students, too. As teens, they’re tuned in to the history happening before their eyes.
While our inclinations might sometimes be to shield our youth, we instead encourage you to
talk with them about recent events. Conversations with trusted adults can help young people
to nd their own voice and to become informed citizens who are prepared to actively
participate in our democracy.
Like every family, our Falcon family takes pause during these challenging times to nd our
center, to strengthen our continued commitment to partner with you in caring for and
supporting your children. The needs of our students guide us amidst the challenges,
refocusing us each day on the value of the relationships and experiences created at Wheaton
North.
We’re planning for the return to our hybrid schedule this coming week, January 11-15. Please
note the students returning to campus are those students who were part of the Hybrid Cohort
A & Cohort B from November 2020. (Students who were virtual 1st Semester and have opted
for Hybrid learning for 2nd Semester will not begin attending classes on campus until the new
semester begins the week of February 1-5.) As we did during hybrid learning earlier this

semester, we will follow a detailed protocol if there are any reported positive cases. Below are
the steps we will follow:
Upon noti cation of a positive case, we will conduct contact tracing.
We will notify any close contacts (including bus contacts when applicable).
School-wide letters will be sent weekly on Friday for any known positive cases from the
entire week.
Please continue to keep the family of Ms. Hancock in your thoughts and prayers.
Sincerely,
Wheaton North’s Administrative Team
Matt Biscan, Alexia Ellett, Matt Fisher, Julie Pavlini, and Jim Venckus
We are Falcons. We are Proud. We are North

Grief
Our Student Support staff was on hand all week to respond to any student who struggled to
cope with the recent loss in our school family. Grief, especially in teenagers, can come in
many forms. It can also strike at any time, meaning that a student who may have initially
coped well, can suddenly show signs of struggle even weeks following a loss. Such an event
can also trigger feelings of loss by those who may not have had a relationship with Ms.
Hancock.
As parents, you know your student best and are your student’s primary advocate. If at any
point, especially over the next few weeks, you notice any concerning changes in your student’s
behavior, thoughts or feelings, please do not hesitate to reach out to your student’s counselor.
Our Student Support Staff continues to be available to talk with you or your student about any
concerns you may have. Below are links to resources for parents on grief and adolescents. If
you need any additional resources or support, our Student Support Staff is here to help.
Student Support Staff
Tips for Caregivers--National Association of School Psychologists
Stages of Grief--SocialWorkTech.com
Addressing Grief-- National Association of School Psychologists
How to Help a Grieving Teen-- The Dougy Center-The National Center for Grieving Children and

Families

From the Desk of Mr. Venckus, Assistant Principal of
Student Services

Student Services New Topics
Surveillance Testing
For those who opted in to surveillance testing, your next sample is due on Monday, January 11
(A-cohort) and Tuesday, January 12 (B-cohort). All samples must be collected at home and
then brought to school and deposited in the bins on the way into school at the main entrance
(Door 1), bus doors (Door 34), or back of the building/student parking lot doors (Door 16). The
third sample will be submitted at school on Tuesday, January 19 (B-cohort) and Thursday,
January 21 (A-cohort).
For those who opted in the testing but weren’t able to pick up their test kits this past
Wednesday, January 6, you may still pick it up today, Friday, January 8, by 3:00 PM in the Deans’
O ce in order to participate in the second and third tests.
For those who opted out of our rst round of tests but are interested in opting in for our next
round of tests starting the week of January 25, please complete this survey by Monday,
January 11 at 3:00 p.m.
Student Parking Fee for 2nd Semester
Our student parking fee for 2nd Semester, which begins on Monday, February 1, will be $25.00.
If you have a parking tag and would like to continue using it for 2nd Semester, please give your
fee ($25.00 cash or check payable to WNHS) to Mrs. Andersen in the Deans’ O ce MondayFriday from 7:00-12:00 or 1:00-2:45. If you will no longer be using your parking tag for 2nd
Semester, please return it to Mrs. Andersen to avoid getting charged for 2nd Semester. You
may not give it or sell it to another student. If you did not have a parking tag for 1st Semester
and are interested in one for 2nd Semester, please see Mrs. Andersen for availability of spots
and an application.

Student Services Reminders Regarding Our Hybrid Schedule
Buses
Our regular AM and PM bus routes will resume on Monday, January 11 along with our hybrid
schedule. Our bus routes are posted here. The stops and pickup times haven’t changed.
Students must board buses from back to front and wear masks at all times on buses and at
bus stops when there are other students present.
Free, Take-Home Breakfasts and Lunches
Any hybrid student can pick up free, school-provided breakfast and lunch bags on their way out
of school each day for consumption during remote learning days. They are located at the main
entrance (Door 1), bus doors (Door 34), and back of the building/student parking lot doors
(Door 16).
Furthermore, free, school-provided breakfast and lunch bags are available for pick up for
virtual students and students who are in isolation or quarantine. (Students in isolation or
quarantine may not come to the school to pick up food.) Other family members or neighbors

may pick up food for those students. You are able to pick up breakfast and lunch bags for
each student.
Where: Wheaton North High School - Main Entrance/Door 1
When: Every Monday & Thursday from 2:30-4:00 p.m.
On Monday, you will receive 3 breakfast and lunch bags per student.
On Thursday, you will receive 2 breakfast and lunch bags per student.
Student Drop-Off Time/Entrances
Doors open at 7:07 a.m. each day. The only doors that will be open are the main entrance
(Door 1), the bus doors (Door 34), and the back of the building/student parking lot doors (Door
16). After school begins at 7:20 a.m., the only door that will be open will be the main entrance.
Late Arrival Students
Doors open at 8:07 a.m. each day. The only door that will be open is the main entrance (Door
1).
Student Pickup-Exits
School ends at 2:15 p.m. each day. Students can exit through any doors, but our pick-up areas
are the main entrance (Door 1), eldhouse entrance (Door 7), back of the building/student
parking lot doors (Door 16), and east side of the building/Papworth St. (Doors 28 & 31). The
main entrance is the most congested, so we encourage you to use the other exits.
TCD (Technology Center of DuPage) Students and Buses
Mondays - All TCD students ride their regular WN bus to WN and then board the TCD bus
at WN. They will not be allowed to enter WN in between buses. When TCD ends, one bus
will take the A-cohort (A-L) to WN for their hybrid classes, and the other 3 buses will take
the B-cohort (M-Z) and fully remote students back home. The From TCD bus routes are
posted here.
Tuesdays - All TCD students ride their regular WN bus to WN and then board the TCD bus
at WN. They will not be allowed to enter WN in between buses. When TCD ends, one bus
will take the B-cohort (M-Z) to WN for their hybrid classes, and 3 other buses will take the
A-cohort (A-L) and fully remote students back home. The From TCD bus routes are
posted here.
Wednesdays - No bus transportation since all TCD programs and WN classes are remote.
Thursdays - No bus transportation to TCD since all TCD programs are remote. WN
remote day for the B-cohort (M-Z). The A-cohort (A-L) will ride their regular WN bus to
WN and then report directly to the Library where they will work remotely until 5th Period.
Fridays - No bus transportation to TCD since all TCD programs are remote. WN remote
day for the A-cohort (A-L). The B-cohort (M-Z) will ride their regular WN bus to WN and
then report directly to the Library where they will work remotely until 5th Period.
TCD students who drive to WN should arrive 5 minutes before their rst class, which is either
5th or 6th Period. For seniors, if 5th Period is lunch, they do not have to come in for it. For
juniors, if 5A is lunch and 5B is access, they do not have to come in for 5A.

Please contact Jim Venckus, Assistant Principal of Student Services
(james.venckus@cusd200.org or 630-784-7348), with any questions.

January Hybrid Schedule and Reminders
Week of January 11 - Hybrid, 7:20am-2:15pm
M, T, Th, F - Hybrid
W - Asynchronous
This is still 1st Semester, so attendance is based on what you selected in Fall 2020. Students
who selected virtual for Semester 1 remain remote.
Week of January 18 - Hybrid, 7:20am-2:15pm
M - No School, Holiday
T, Th, F - Hybrid
W - Asynchronous
This is still 1st Semester, so attendance is based on what you selected in Fall 2020. Students
who selected virtual for Semester 1 remain remote.
Week of January 25 - Hybrid, 7:20am-2:15pm
M, T, Th - Hybrid
W - Asynchronous
F - No School, Teacher Workday for End of Semester 1
This is still 1st Semester, so attendance is based on what you selected in Fall 2020. Students
who selected virtual for Semester 1 remain remote.
There will be NO nal exam schedule for Semester 1.
Week of February 1 - Hybrid, Schedule TBD (New 2nd Semester Learning Option Starts)

Attention Hybrid Students Chromebook Charging!
Hybrid students, please make sure to charge your Chromebook
nightly and to bring your charger to school if needed! Also,
remember it is best to shut your Chromebook off every day so
that it updates.

For Families with Incoming Freshman Students: Save
the Date!
Virtual Incoming Freshman Student and Parent Night
Wednesday, February 10, 2021 at 7:00 p.m.
More details to follow in January.

From the Health Ofﬁce
Happy New Year and welcome back from break. Here's to hoping that 2021 is a great year! We
wanted to make sure to go through some reminders as your children return to in person
learning.
Please remember to self certify your child every morning by checking your child’s
temperature daily and assessing if your child has any COVID 19 symptoms.
Please make sure your child is wearing a clean, two layered mask that ts securely over
their mouth and nose.
If ANYONE in your household has symptoms, please call the school and keep all of your
children home including students that attend other schools.
If you have had ANY contact with someone who tests positive for COVID 19, please call
the health o ce or email jacqueline.corso@cusd200.org with the following information:
Your student’s name
Is the positive case in your household?
Will you be able to completely isolate away from the positive case?
If the positive case is not in your household, when was the last contact with the
positive case?
With that being said, the health o ce has updated news regarding the CDC changes regarding
the recommended quarantine times! The district will adopt the new recommendation of a 10
day quarantine for most cases where the close contact is outside of your home and/or you
are able to isolate away from the positive case within the home. Quarantine can end after Day
10 without testing and if no symptoms have been reported during any day of the daily
monitoring period. The health o ce will continue to give your child his/her return date based
on current recommendations. The seven day quarantine following an RT-PCR test option is not
recommended for children in daycares or K-12 schools, and therefore the district will not be
adopting this option. Though the time out of school has been decreased, families must follow
these additional criteria through Day 14:
correct and consistent mask use (including within homes),
social distancing,
hand hygiene,
environmental cleaning and disinfection,
avoiding crowds,
ensuring adequate indoor ventilation,
monitoring for symptoms of COVID-19 illness for 14 days, and
minimizing contact with persons at increased risk for severe illness, including vulnerable
and congregate populations.
Click here to review the full details on these new options.

Our Virtual Resource Center is Available to All
Students -- ONLINE and Open Now!

Teachers and students are ready to help your student! There are now two ways to request
class assistance.
Parents and guardians looking for supports for their student(s) can now consider submitting a
Virtual Resource Parent/Guardian Referral Form. Please complete the form for the course(s)
your student needs assistance in and they will be connected with a peer tutor in the subject
area. The form is linked here.
Please encourage your student(s) to attend our Virtual Resource Center to get help from staff
and peer tutors. Follow this link to access instructions on how students can submit questions
to peer tutors and connect with teachers virtually.
We hope your student will utilize this support, as needed!

From the LLC - Support During
Remote Learning
TECH SUPPORT - Please visit the Falcon Tech Support page on
the LLC site for Tech Troubleshooting Tips, the Help Desk ticket
form, and LLC contact information.
BOOK, SUPPLY, ID CARD, & TECH REQUESTS may be made via
the request form at the bottom of the LLC site. Students should
wait for a con rmation email letting them know materials are
ready to be picked up in the Main O ce.
eBOOKS & AUDIOBOOKS from Wheaton North and Wheaton

Public Library are available for all students through the Sora App. Access available through the
LLC site.
LIBRARY BOOKS are available for checkout and are a much needed break from the screen.
Students should follow the remote checkout procedure detailed on the LLC site.
These links and more are available on the LLC page of the wnhs.org site!

From the Counseling Department
General Announcements
Please follow the counseling department on Twitter @wncounseling for up-to-date information
on a variety of topics from scheduling to scholarship information.
Students can request virtual meetings with their counselor via email or by calling their direct
line.
2021-2022 Course Registration is right around the corner. Students and families should receive
detailed information and a list of teacher course recommendations via mail in the coming
weeks. The course selection information will also be shared electronically with students via
their counselor’s google classroom.
Save the Date - Highly Selective College Night
Highly Selective College Night will be held on February 25th this year. Students in grades 9-11
and Parents should attend this Virtual event if they are considering applying to a Highly
Selective College. More information, including an agenda and meeting links will be provided in
the coming weeks. Please reach out to Counselor Wendy Biggs with questions at
wendy.biggs@cusd200.org.
Class of 2021
Please make sure your students are checking the monthly local scholarship bulletin each
month.
Senior conferences have wrapped up but counselors are still working with individual students
on their college applications. If your son or daughter needs additional support, have them
reach out to their counselor to set up an appointment.
All students can access virtual college visits on the counseling website. This allows students
to go on virtual college visits to some of the top schools that WN students apply to in
addition to schools across the country.
The FAFSA (Free Application For Federal Student Aid) opened on October 1st. Don’t wait to get
started! For a complete guide to the FAFSA, please check out the counseling website under
the Financial Aid link.

Beginning with the 2020-21 school year, in addition to all other graduation requirements, a
student must meet one of the following requirements to receive a public school diploma
(Public Act 101-0180).
1. File a FAFSA Application; or
2. File an Application for State Financial Aid; or
3. File a waiver/opt out with the school district. (This should only be lled out if you do not
intend to complete the FAFSA. Once completed, please download and email it to the
counseling o ce secretary at: carolyn.switalski@cusd200.org
Nothing additional is needed to meet the graduation requirement. Once you le your FAFSA,
the state reports back to WN that it is complete.
Class of 2022
If you have not watched our Junior Parent Presentation, please click on the link below to
download. The presentation contains full audio and is approximately 25 minutes long.
Junior Family Night Pre-Recorded Presentation Link
Parents can access all College Search Materials via the counseling website.
On November 19th, counselors met with all students on their caseloads to provide an
overview of Junior Conferences and the College Search Process. Parents and students can
Access the Presentation here. A step by step college search guide with video tutorials can be
found here. Parents can watch these videos to get a better understanding of the process as
well.
Juniors formally began the college search process with their counselors after Thanksgiving
Break. Conferences will take until spring break.
All students can access virtual college visits on the counseling website. This allows students
to go on virtual college visits to some of the top schools that WN students apply to in
addition to schools across the country.

School Yearbook Information
ALL STUDENTS
Interested in purchasing a 2020-2021 yearbook?
Order Here

Interested in purchasing a 2019-2020 yearbook?
A very limited number of yearbooks are available for purchase starting October 1.
Yearbooks are $50.

These are rst come, rst serve and can be purchased through the WNHS Main O ce in
person.
RECOGNITION ADS
To purchase an ad, please see the attached yer and follow the online instructions.
Each ad may feature photos, memories, shout outs, and stories and will take up 1/4 of a
page.
All ad orders are due by January 15, 2021.

Falcon WiNGS
Scholarship application is open!
SENIORS, time to start thinking about scholarships! Don’t miss
this chance to receive a $500 scholarship from the Wheaton
North Falcon WiNGS! Up to ten awards will be made to senior
students who have been active in Wheaton North activities and
plan to attend a one to four year accredited educational
program after graduation.
Scholarship awards are made on the basis of participation in
Wheaton North activities such as:
• Athletics
• Performing arts
• Student clubs
• And other school related activities, along with leadership, a
personal statement and academic record.
Applications may be submitted December 1, 2020 through
April 5, 2021.
Forms, including instructions and further information, may be
downloaded from the WiNGS website at
www.wnfalconwings.org at any time.

Parent Volunteers are Needed
Volunteers are needed for the WiNGS Scholarship Committee.
The committee will meet once to determine the scholarship
recipients. The date of the meeting has been tentatively
scheduled for Saturday, April 17 and should take 2-3 hours.
Please contact Kimberly McNamara, kmac0929@yahoo.com if
you're interested in volunteering for the committee.
Superbowl Squares are coming soon!

Check Facebook, Instagram and the monthly newsletter soon
for more details.
Falcon WiNGS next meeting
January 12 at 7pm. To join us via Google Meethttps://meet.google.com/uwc-mvzo-jsr

WNHS Family Updates

sites.google.com

