Falcon
Falcon Focus
Focus
February 19, 2021

From Mr. Biscan
Dear Falcon Families,
As we look to next week, we are excited to welcome more
students back to school on a 4-day hybrid schedule. With our
social distancing and capacity requirements, we are not able to
offer this option to all of our students; however, we will be able to start phasing in groups of
students based on both needs and desire to return--and have already started to do so,
including some of our senior hybrid students. The label of "needs" encompasses many
aspects of a student's life: academic needs, social needs, emotional needs, scheduling needs,
structural needs, etc., as assessed through multiple measures. Our goal is to continue our
phased approach, analyzing our capacities each week and then contacting families, as needed
and as our safety guidelines allow.
While we would love to have everyone back, we have to be thoughtful about those
aforementioned needs as well as continuing to create an online environment for our students
who are working through the A/B hybrid and fully remote models. No matter how many
students return, or the reasons why they're returning, safety for students and staff is our
number one priority. We appreciate your patience and understanding as we navigate this
process.
It's been exciting to be a part of our district's Class of 2021 Planning Committee. We've had 2
meetings and have been discussing ways to honor our senior class as we approach the
conclusion of this school year. While "normal" has been absent from our vocabulary these last
11 months, there are safe and inclusive ways for our senior students to be celebrated.
I hope you nd the information contained in this edition of the Falcon Focus to be informative
and helpful. As always, don't hesitate to reach out to us if you have any questions or need
additional support. We are thankful that we've been able to partner with you to assist our
students throughout this school year.
Take care.
Have a great weekend.

Mr. Biscan, Principal
We are Falcons. We are Proud. We are North

From the Desk of Mr. Venckus, Assistant Principal of
Student Services
2nd Semester Hybrid Student Attendance Policy
We have communicated our new policy and started enforcing it on Monday, February 1. In
summary, once hybrid students accumulate a minimum of three (3) instances of not being
present in school on their in-person days, regardless of whether they are working virtually or
not, they may be moved to fully virtual learning for the remainder of the semester. Students
who have elected to attend school in person are expected to report to school on their hybrid
learning days. The privilege to attend in person is not an option for students who want to
reserve a spot for the personally appropriate time to attend in person. Hybrid students who
have not been present in school on their in-person days are being reminded by their teachers
and deans of the policy and the importance of attending school in person. We understand that
there are some valid reasons for working virtually on in-person days (e.g., ill, COVID-related,
appointment, etc.); however, there are some reasons for working virtually on in-person days
that are not (e.g., don’t feel like coming in today, slept in, overslept, etc.). Thank you in advance
for your cooperation, and please let us know if you would like to discuss this further.
Student Parking Fee for 2nd Semester
Our student parking fee for 2nd Semester (began Monday, February 1) is $25.00. If you have a
parking tag and would like to continue using it for 2nd Semester, please give your fee (cash or
check payable to WNHS) to Mrs. Andersen in the Deans’ O ce Monday-Friday from 7:00-12:00
or 1:00-2:45. If you are no longer using your parking tag for 2nd Semester, please return it to
Mrs. Andersen to avoid getting charged the fee. You may not give it or sell it to another
student. If you did not have a parking tag for 1st Semester and are interested in one for 2nd
Semester, please see Mrs. Andersen for availability of spots and an application.
Surveillance Testing
Just a reminder that A-cohort students will continue to submit their samples on Thursdays,
and B-cohort on Tuesdays. All samples must be collected at home and brought to school and
deposited no later than 11:00 a.m. in the bins located inside the main entrance (Door 1), the
bus doors (Door 34), or the back of the building/student parking lot doors (Door 16).
Students who don’t have their tests can pick them up from the Deans’ O ce Monday-Friday
from 7:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

National Merit Scholarship Finalists
The following students have quali ed as nalists for a National
Merit Scholarship.
Emma Simpson
Samuel Walhout
Benjamin Zimmerman
Congratulations Emma, Samuel, and Benjamin!

French Honor Society
The French Honor Society is happy to announce their new members. This is a great
accomplishment and we are very proud of them. We would like to congratulate the following
students for their achievements in the French language.
Société Honoraire de Français (French Honor Society) - Mrs. Mores, Sponsor, Kelly Arana,
Jason Aviles, Nhi Dao, Rachael Farrell, Sonja Gill, Grant Horner, Benjamin Hsu, Sarah Hurst,
Juan Jimenez, Elizabeth Johnson, Anthony Juhasz, Hannah Julian, Jesse Kemmetmueller,
Ryan Kemmetmueller, Pyungahn Kim, Kyle Komro, Peter Lange, Bradley Lauber, Delaney
McNear, Sophia Meade, Kathryn Noland, Beatrice Peterson, Haley Redmond, Teresa Sasso,
Lindsey Shanahan, So a Spillane, Dixon Stapleton, Sara Tourk, Colette Tozier, Eva Tweeten,
and Samantha Valdes.

Illinois Seal of Biliteracy Test
Class of 2021 - Are you able to understand, speak, read and write in another language other
than English? If so, we have a fantastic opportunity for you to showcase those skills. We will
be offering a language pro ciency test that you will take at home between March 22 - 26 with a
parent or guardian proctor. The Seal of Biliteracy test is offered in Arabic, Chinese-Mandarin,
French, German, Hindi, Italian, Japanese, Korean, Portuguese, Russian, Spanish, and Thai. Every
public university in the State of Illinois offers between 4 and 8 college credits for a passing
score on the test. If this is of interest to you, please see Mr. Laird in room 403 or 407 or email
him at eric.laird@cusd200.org to get an application and more information.

Cultivating Resilience During COVID-19
The Student Excellence Foundation invites you to a workshop with Dr. Doug Bolton. Dr. Bolton
will discuss how parents can help their children build the resilience to manage stress in their
lives.
Please access the link below to join the zoom workshop on Tuesday, February 23, at 7:00 pm.

http://bit.ly/361Emo2

Our Virtual Resource Center is Available to All
Students -- ONLINE and Open Now!
Teachers and students are ready to help your student! There are now two ways to request
class assistance.
Parents and guardians looking for supports for their student(s) can now consider submitting a
Virtual Resource Parent/Guardian Referral Form. Please complete the form for the course(s)
your student needs assistance in and they will be connected with a peer tutor in the subject
area. The form is linked here.
Please encourage your student(s) to attend our Virtual Resource Center to get help from staff
and peer tutors. Follow this link to access instructions on how students can submit questions
to peer tutors and connect with teachers virtually.

We hope your student will utilize this support, as needed!

From the Counseling Department
General Announcements
Please follow the counseling department on Twitter @wncounseling for up-to-date information
on a variety of topics from scheduling to scholarship information.
Students can request virtual meetings with their counselor via email or by calling their direct
line.
Course Registration Information
Counselors presented important course selection information to all of our classes over the
last two weeks. You can view all our presentations by clicking on the appropriate link below.
Class of 2022
Class of 2023
Class of 2024
All students should have selected their courses as of today. If you student has not yet picked
out courses for next year, please have them reach out to their counselor to make sure they
understand the process. Counselors will be contacting students with missing requests over
the next two weeks.
Over the next two weeks counselors will be inputting course requests into studentvue
accounts. Students can check these requests for accuracy by clicking on the “Course
Request” link directly above their gradebook in Studentvue. Please remember that these are
updating on a daily basis and may take some time to re ect student requested changes

Individual questions about recommendations should be directed to the recommending teacher.
If students and families would like to override the recommendation, they should reach out
directly to their counselor as teachers have already made recommendations for next year.
Save the Date - Highly Selective College Night - Grades 9-11
Highly Selective College Night will be held on February 25 this year. Students in grades 9-11
and Parents should attend this Virtual event if they are considering applying to a Highly
Selective College. The night will consist of a Q and A session with representatives from
Northwestern, Univ of Chicago, Univ of Illinois and Illinois Wesleyan. Please be sure to check
the scrolling announcements and the Counseling homepage for a link to join the presentation.
It is advised to also view the pre-recorded presentation on the counseling homepage under the
“Highly Selective College Night” tab prior to the live Q and A session. The presentation will be
posted on Friday afternoon. Reach out to Counselor Wendy Biggs with questions at
wendy.biggs@cusd200.org.
Class of 2021
Please make sure your students are checking the monthly local scholarship bulletin every
month.
If your son or daughter needs additional support, have them reach out to their counselor to set
up an appointment.
All students can access virtual college visits on the counseling website. This allows students
to go on virtual college visits to some of the top schools that WN students apply to in
addition to schools across the country.
The FAFSA (Free Application For Federal Student Aid) opened on October 1st. Don’t wait to get
started! For a complete guide to the FAFSA, please check out the counseling website under
the Financial Aid link.
Beginning with the 2020-21 school year, in addition to all other graduation requirements,
a student must meet one of the following requirements to receive a public school diploma
(Public Act 101-0180).
1. File a FAFSA Application; or
2. File an Application for State Financial Aid; or
3. File a waiver/opt out with the school district. (This should only be lled out if you do not
intend to complete the FAFSA. Once completed, please download and email it to the
counseling o ce secretary at: carolyn.switalski@cusd200.org
Nothing additional is needed to meet the graduation requirement. Once you le your FAFSA,
the state reports back to WN that it is complete.
Class of 2022
If you have not watched our Junior Parent Presentation, please click on the link below to
download. The presentation contains full audio and is approximately 25 minutes long.

Junior Family Night Pre-Recorded Presentation Link
Parents can access all College Search Materials via the counseling website.
On November 19, counselors met with all students on their caseloads to provide an overview
of Junior Conferences and the College Search Process. Parents and students can Access the
Presentation here. A step by step college search guide with video tutorials can be found here.
Parents can watch these videos to get a better understanding of the process as well.
Juniors formally began the college search process with their counselors after Thanksgiving
Break. Conferences will take until spring break.
All students can access virtual college visits on the counseling website. This allows students
to go on virtual college visits to some of the top schools that WN students apply to in
addition to schools across the country.

Scholarship Opportunities
Monthly Scholarship Bulletin
Every month the Counseling Department provides students and
parents with a list of local scholarships and some national
scholarships through the Scholarship Bulletin. The Scholarship
Bulletin is updated monthly. It is available in the Counseling
Center and online at:

wnhs.org → Student Services→ Counseling Department
Student’s personal Naviance account homepage
Local Scholarship Application
The Local Scholarship Application is now available. This is a
great opportunity for students to apply for a number of
scholarships by lling out one application. Due to this year’s
events, not all organizations are able to sponsor scholarships,
most notably the PTA. This year there are 7 scholarships on
the Local Scholarship Application. To apply, hybrid students
need to complete the online application and turn in an
appropriate number of copies to the Counseling Center.
Remote students need to email their completed applications to
Mrs. Switalski at carolyn.switalski@cusd200.org . The
submission deadline is Wednesday, February 24, 2021 at
3:00pm. Application and scholarship descriptions are available
at:

wnhs.org → Student Services→ Counseling Department
Student’s personal Naviance account homepage

School Yearbook Information
ALL STUDENTS
Interested in purchasing a 2020-2021 yearbook?
Order Here

Interested in purchasing a 2019-2020 yearbook?
A very limited number of yearbooks are available for purchase starting October 1.
Yearbooks are $50.
These are rst come, rst serve and can be purchased through the WNHS Main O ce in
person.

Falcon WiNGS
A Great Big Thank You, Falcons!
Our SuperBowl Squares Fundraiser was a success! Thanks to
your participation, we were able to raise $3250 to help our
Falcons Fly! We cannot thank you enough…. and
congratulations to all the winners!
Would You Help?
The Falcon WiNGS are looking for a few new o cers and
committee chairs for the 2021-2022 school year. It takes a lot
of us to run the program, but open positions for next year are
Vice President, Treasurer, Yard Signs chair and a Corporate
Sponsorship chair. Many of these positions can be shared so
grab a friend and get involved! For more information, contact
any of the current o cers listed on our website at
http://www.wnfalconwings.org/
Falcon Spirit Wear
Don’t forget, our online store is open 24 hour a day, 7 days a
week! Need new gear? Go to
http://www.wnfalconwings.org/falcon-wear.html to place your
order. Delivery or pick up available!
Scholarship application is open!
SENIORS, time to start thinking about scholarships! - Don’t
miss this chance to receive a $500 scholarship from the
Wheaton North Falcon WiNGS! Up to ten awards will be made
to senior students who have been active in Wheaton North
activities and plan to attend a one to four year accredited
educational program after graduation.

Scholarship awards are made on the basis of participation in
Wheaton North activities such as:
• Athletics
• Performing arts
• Student clubs
• And other school related activities, along with leadership, a
personal statement and academic record.
Applications may be submitted through April 5, 2021.
Forms, including instructions and further information, may be
downloaded from the WiNGS website at:
www.wnfalconwings.org at any time.

Falcon WiNGS next meeting: Tuesday, March 9 at 7pm.
Location TBD
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