
Sandburg PTA
Tuesday, September 13th, 2022

7:00 p.m.
MEETING AGENDA & NOTES

Attendance: Christine Ripsky, Samia Bono, Melanie Grussenmeyer, Becky Dandy, Jessica Belmonte, Stacey
Bailey, Denise Hall, Jen Novak, Mindy Koechling, Nicole Mantel, Beth Powell, Bryan Ives, Alex Kaleel, Peter
Duong, Kendra Bratt, Gabe Lichenheld, Lindsay Fiore, Kristina Armbrust

I. Call to Order  - Christine/Jessica - Meeting called to order at 7:06 PM
a. Welcome Back - Board introductions
b. PTA Overview - Read PTA vision and mission

II. Secretary’s Report – Sarah
a. Minutes – The minutes from our last meeting in May 2022 were presented for approval and

will be added to OneDrive.
b. Correspondence - Bronze PTA membership award received from IL PTA; thank you note

from CUSD Board of Education thanking the PTA for donation (in reference to the Sandburg
Scholarship) Mindy Koechling clarified that it is also for the grants from the previous year.

III. Treasurer’s Report –Becky
a. Approve 2020-2021 Budget - Becky Dandy explained that we’re modifying some events so

that they are “break even” events. This alleviates the pressure to make money on those
events and make them more affordable for families. Events that were selected were not ones
that raised a lot of funds to begin with. A one-time PTA Grant of 10,000 for Mrs. Bailey to
allocate - may not be able to continue at that level in future years. Able to double the amount
of grants that we provide. Expanded our classroom celebration budget - every class has
$25/per party/ per class. Overall, we are close to pre-covid levels in our budget. Beth Powell
asked about the academic programs/assemblies budget - the board combined line items (Mr.
Lee, STEAM Fair, Assemblies line items have been combined). Goal is to expand the options
available. Budget for exploremore day is $1750. Motion to approve budget was made by
Becky Dandy, Christine Ripsky moved to vote to approve budget. Members voted to approve
the budget.

b. Records retention - Becky indicated that we have paper documents from the 2013-2014 and
2014-2015 calendar years that we no longer need to retain. Those documents will be
shredded.

c. Audit Report - Audit was completed on July 19, 2022 and reviewed during the meeting.
Christine Ripsky moved to approve the audit. Audit was approved.

d. Status update

IV. Vice President/Committees Report –Mel
a. Committee Updates/Open Committees

i. Trivia Night- March 4, 2023 - returning back to pre-covid time slot

ii. VIP Dance- Save the Date - October 14th - theme will be 50’s sock hop. She is working
on a photographer and a DJ.



iii. Multicultural Night- targeting February date - Jess Wills and Melanie Grussenmeyer -
co-chairs. Attempting to go back to pre-covid time slot. Date TDB.

iv. Family Movie Night – there might be someone interested in chairing this committee.
More to come.

v. Fall Fundraiser Update - Fall Fundraiser will be kicking off November 2nd. Will be the
read-a-thon. One of our larger fundraisers. The kids get sponsors for how many
minutes they read and they do fun contests during the read-a-thon.

vi. Health & Safety – still in need of chairperson. Discussion about the role of the
committee. Beth Powell described some of the things that the health and safety
committee used to do. Discussed that there is the opportunity for a new chairperson
to run with new ideas this year.

vii. Room Parent/Room Party – still in need of a few head room parents & budget update

V. Vice President/Ways & Means Report - Samia
i. Reviewed fundraising programs and where to find them

ii. New ideas welcome
iii. Proceeds from Cream of Wheaton check was received - $140

VI. President’s Report - Christine/Jessica
i. Council meetings - Dawn Fryzek will serve as our delegate this year. First meeting of

the year is tomorrow.
ii. Tax Exempt Certificate - received today and will distribute to committee chairs

iii. Bylaws were rejected because we are not using the most-up-to-date template. Two
options - do nothing and have our bylaws be the exact same as the state of Illinois
template. Second option is to form a committee to review and customize our bylaws.
Currently operating under the bylaws of the State of Illinois unless we chose to form
a committee. Does not impact our good standing as a PTA

VII. Standing Committee Reports - Christine/Jessica
Cooks Night Out - Tony’s Steamers on Tuesday, September 27th from open to close. In October,
they will try to coordinate a pizza place during the dates of conferences. In November, Beth is
going to try Javi’s burritos.

Room Parent Update  - covered above

Spirit Wear - Nothing to report. Store closed, orders processing
Fall Fundraiser - covered above
New Family Liaison  - Mel is working to coordinate some events like a moms night out. More to
come.
Membership  - We are low on membership numbers compared to last year. Staff letter went out
last week, Christine was confirmed
Picture Day - Make-ups are on October 12
Reflections - Becky will be going around to classes next week to advertise. There will be a pizza
party for the class with the most participants. Samia asked if there is a way to show students



past submissions to get a better understanding for the range of what can be done. Becky will
look into ways of doing this.
Hospitality - They used to provide support for when the Board of Educations meets at Sandburg
and Kindergarten roundup. Those will resume. Board of Education does not meet at Sandburg
this year.

VIII. Principal’s Report – Ms. Bailey - Ms. Bailey discussed her plans for the PTA grant. First priority is
a way to project things onto the wall during PE. She is working with a company to review our
options for a system. Some other things Ms. Bailey is looking at getting: more recess equipment,
Sound system/karaoke machine, display case for displaying/sharing all of the different cultures
represented by the Sandburg community. New math curriculum - there are some growing pains for
both teachers and students. Ms. Bailey talked about a new program being rolled out called SAEBRS
-  SOCIAL ACADEMIC AND EMOTIONAL BEHAVIOR RISK SCREENER. Breakfast is being served at
Sandburg. Kids can enter door 1 at 9:00 for breakfast. Lunch room reminder - students on free and
reduced lunch program have to get the entire lunch to receive it for free. Milk purchased on its own
isn’t free. Sandburg ticket program is changing this year - individual reward of bag tags is going
away. Instead tickets issued will go into a box and once the box is filled there will be a whole school
reward. Goal is to build community. Leadership committee - kicking off for the year. Mrs. Poch and
Mrs. Kirschbaum are leading.  Leadership Club will take Staff SEL committee monthly themes and
come up with ways to incorporate it. Conferences are October 12, 18th and 20th. Sandburg
concert- Mrs. Bailey sent around a form re the school wide concert 169 responses - 54.2% would
like it in the Spring. Majority of respondents wanted the concert in May. There were a lot of
comments highlighting the feel of the spring concert - people loved the song choices, the set, etc.

IX. Teacher Representative  - Denise Hall - expressed gratitude for PTA. Ms. Bailey indicated that
the specialists are very grateful for being included in budget this year

X. New Business - none

Meeting was adjourned at 8:33 PM.


