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Meet the Artist: 

Marc Chagall, born Moishe Shagal, in 1887 to a poor Jewish family in Russia. His father worked in a herring 

factory and his mother sold spices and herring out of a small shop in their home. He was the eldest of nine 

children. Chagall began to display his artistic talent while studying at a secular Russian school, and despite his 

father’s disapproval, in 1907 he began studying art with Leon Bakst in St. Petersburg. It was at this time that his 

distinct style that we recognize today began to emerge. As his paintings began to center on images from his 

childhood, the focus that would guide his artistic motivation for the rest of his life came to fruition. 

 

In 1910, Chagall, moved to Paris for four years. It was during this period that he painted some of his most famous 

paintings of the Jewish village, and developed the features that became recognizable trademarks of his art. Strong 

and bright colors began to portray the world in a dreamlike state. Fantasy, nostalgia, and religion began to fuse 

together to create other worldly images. 

 

In 1914, before the outbreak of World War I, Chagall held a one-man show in Berlin, exhibiting work dominated 

by Jewish images. During the war, he resided in Russia, and in 1917, endorsing the revolution; he was appointed 

Commissar for Fine Arts in Vitebsk and then director of the newly established Free Academy of Art. In 1922, 

Chagall left Russia, settling in France one year later. He lived there permanently except for the years 1941 - 1948 

when, fleeing France during World War II, he resided in the United States. Chagall's horror over the Nazi rise to 

power is expressed in works depicting Jewish martyrs and refugees. 

 

In addition to images of the Jewish world, Chagall's paintings are inspired by themes from the Bible. His 

fascination with the Bible culminated in a series of over 100 etchings illustrating the Bible, many of which 

incorporate elements from folklore and from religious life in Russia. 

 

Israel, which Chagall first visited in 1931 for the opening of the Tel Aviv Art Museum, is likewise endowed with 

some of Chagall's work, most notably the twelve stained glass windows at Hadassah Hospital and wall 

decorations at the Knesset.  

 

Chagall received many prizes and much recognition for his work. He was also one of very few artists to exhibit 

work at the Louvre in their lifetime. 



Questions and Background 

Chagall’s “I and the Village” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ponder the Picture 

Chagall uses CUBISM in this painting in which artists use multiple viewpoints so that different parts of an object 

can be seen at the same time. Chagall also uses FAUVISM by using bright and vibrant colors developing his own 

unique sense of perspective.  In “I and the Village” Chagall blends memories of his Russian home with a 

fragmented sense of space that reflects his knowledge of Cubism. 

 

1. What do you see in the picture? (cows, face of a man- perhaps Chagall, woman milking cow) 

2. What shapes do you see?  

3. How does the painting make you feel? 

4. Does the painting look real or dreamlike? Why? 

5. What colors does the artist use? (bold primary colors) 

 

About the Picture 

“I and the Village” is a "narrative self-portrait" featuring memories of Marc Chagall's childhood in Russia. The 

dreamy painting is ripe with images of the Russian landscape and symbols from folk stories. The picture can be 

broken down into 5 distinct sections. The first at the top right includes a rendering of Chagall's home town, with a 

church, a series of houses and two people. The woman and some of the houses in the village are upside down, 

further emphasizing the dreamlike quality of the work. Below that we see a green-faced man who some say is 

Chagall himself. At the bottom of the work, we see a hand holding a flowering branch. Next to that, an object 

which some say is a child's bouncing ball -- perhaps a plaything from Chagall's earlier days. Finally, we see the 

image of a milkmaid layered atop the head of a lamb - a motif common to Chagall. (Cows, bulls and lambs figure 

in many of Chagall's paintings as cosmic symbols). 

 

The important thing to note about this picture is that it is a reflection of Marc Chagall's dreams and memories. 

Also relevant is the fact that many of Chagall's pictures (including this one) have symbols that relate specifically 

to Jewish folklore.  “I and the Village” is one of Chagall's earliest surviving works. In it, he ignored the laws of 

gravity. Objects are upside down, things appear to float and perspective is disregarded entirely. Instead, Chagall 

chose to focus on color, form and shape. The result is a very emotional work -- a visual diary of Marc Chagall's 

life. The “I and the Village” painting can be seen at the Museum of Modern Art in  New York. Some of Chagall’s 

other works can be seen at The Art Institute in Chicago. 
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Project Sheet 

 

Create a Masterpiece: 

 

#1  I and the Village  

 

Materials – each student will need: 

 copy of the painting (master copy included) 

 Crayons, markers or colored pencils 

 

1. Each student will receive a copy of the painting 

2. Let students color the picture using different colors.  Talk about Chagall’s use of bright and vibrant colors. 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

#2  I and the Village  

 

Materials – each student will need: 

 Paper with “X” across it (master copy included) 

 Pencil 

 Markers  

 

1. Each student will receive a copy of the page with the “X” 

2. In one of the triangles students are to draw the profile of a person. Try to use the whole triangle for this. In the 

opposite triangle draw the profile of an animal. Again, trying to use as much of the triangle as possible.  

3. In the 3rd triangle draw what the person is thinking or dreaming about. In the last triangle draw what the 

animal is thinking or dreaming about.  

4. After students are happy with their drawings they should trace the pencil lines with the black marker all 

except for the original 'X'.  

5. At this point they can add color. Encourage the kids to repeat colors. For younger kids this can be achieved by 

giving them a very limited selection of markers.  

6. For an extension of this project the kids can write stories about their pictures.  

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 


