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6th Grade Illinois Social Studies Standards 

 Teacher Implementation Guide  
 

The Illinois Social Science Learning Standards:  

The standards build the knowledge, dispositions, and skills necessary for success in college, 

career, and civic life (c3 framework).  The Social Studies curriculum supports democratic 

discourse within a diverse and collaborative context.  The foundational skills and concepts outline 

the knowledge associated with four disciplines: Civics, Geography, Government and History. 

Classroom instruction is rooted into 4 dimensions, asking students to develop questions, 

apply concepts, evaluate sources and evidence and communicate conclusions.  

 

 

Course Description:  

Social studies is the integrated study of the social sciences and humanities to promote college, 

career and civic competence. Within the school program, social studies provides coordinated, 

systematic study drawing upon such disciplines as anthropology, archeology, economics, 

geography, history, law, philosophy, political science, psychology, religion, and sociology, as well 

as appropriate content from the humanities, mathematics, and natural sciences.   

Through Social Studies education, every child can learn the role of responsible citizenship in a 

culturally diverse society in a democratic world. Students will be able to access information which 

will help them be curious lifelong learners capable of making informed and reasoned decisions for 

the public good.  

 

 

DIMENSION 1- Compelling and Supporting Questions  

SAMPLE COMPELLING QUESTIONS 

 

SS IS.1: Create essential questions to help guide inquiry about a topic  

SS IS.2: Ask essential and focusing questions that will lead to independent research  

SS IS.3:  Determine sources representing multiple points of view that will assist in organizing a 

research plan.  

 

To what extent can individuals impact culture and society?  

 

 

How can changes in perspective lead to changes in power?  

 

 

How do humans adapt to their environment?  
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DIMENSION 2 and 3 - Disciplinary Concepts and Application  

Assessment Questions By Topic  

 

These questions:   

● require students to demonstrate the  Illinois Learning Standards using the disciplinary 

concepts and ideas in the 6th grade course  

● incorporate the skills and strategies in the ELA listening and speaking skills 

● require students to demonstrate and apply a deeper understanding of essential concepts and 

ideas  

 

There is at least one question for each topic and it can be administered upon completion of a unit.  At 

least one question should be administered by early December.  The date should be agreed upon by 

each member of the grade level PLC.  

 

AFRICA  

Suggested Vocabulary For Topics / Era:  Africa 

 
KEEP IN MIND-  These are words you may use in daily instruction or for assignments but are not 

necessarily assessed.  

 
kinship, labor specialization, griot, Sahara, savannah, Timbuktu, Niger River, Mansa Musa, Ibn Battuta, 

bantu migrations, Kilwa, Swahili, City-State, Shona, Great Zimbabwe, Kongo, Afonso I 

Illinois Social Science Standards For Topics / Era  

 

SS.IS.2.6-8:  Ask essential and focusing questions that will lead to independent research.  

(ex. Suggested research on a disease.) 

 

SS.IS.5.6-8.LC:  Appropriately cite all sources utilized.  

 

SS.CV.1.6-8.LC:  Identify roles played by citizens (ex. griots - village keepers of oral history) 

 

SS.G2.6-8.MdC:  Compare and contrast the cultural and environmental characteristics of different places 

or regions.  (ex.  Vegetation zones of West Africa - desert, savannah, forest; Swahili city-states on East 

African coast of Indian Ocean; Kongo at Atlantic mouth of Kongo River) 

 

SS.G.4.6-8.MC:  Analyze how the environmental characteristics of places and production of goods 

influence patterns of world trade.  (ex. Control of gold-salt trade between Sahara and forest regions of West 

Africa; Swahili involvement in trade across Indian Ocean, Kongo trade with Portugal) 

 

SS.H.1.6-8.MdC: Analyze connections among events and developments in broader historical contexts.  

(ex. Explain why we know so little about the ruins of Great Zimbabwe.) 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/a/cusd200.org/document/d/10zFlS2qzSFrNZKPGOl0PAwzHDo8S2AciLl_rudcuE2c/edit?usp=sharing
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CHINA/JAPAN  
 

Topics / Era China & Japan (500-1600) 

Reunifying China (After Fall of Han Dynasty) 
Advances Under the Tang and Song 

The Mongol Empire 

A Return to Chinese Rule (Ming Dynasty) 

Geography and Social Structure of Japan and Influence from China 

Growth of Japanese Culture 

Samurai and Shoguns (Political Structure) 

Illinois Social Science Standards For Topics / Era  

 

SS.CV.2.6-8.MdC: Explain the origins, functions, and structure of government with reference to the U.S. 

Constitution, Illinois Constitution and other systems of government. (ex. civil service system based on 

merit to run a large central government; feudal system with weak central government)  

 

SS.G.2.6-8.LC: Explain how humans and their environment affect one another.  (ex. China’s population 

concentrated in eastern river valleys for food production, not in many mountain ranges and vast deserts; 

construction of the Great Wall to keep northern nomads out; seas provide food source and barrier from 

invasion for Japan; natural hazards faced) 

 

SS.EC.1.6-8.LC: Explain how economic decisions affect the wellbeing of individuals, businesses and 

society.  (ex. construction of the Grand Canal causes economic boom; China ends great voyages due to 

economic and political concerns;  Japan’s economy thrives during isolationism of Tokugawa Shogunate) 

 

SS.H.1.6-8.LC: Analyze connections among events and developments in broader historical contexts. (ex. 

Describe the major accomplishments of Genghis Khan and legacy of the Mongols on the world; explain the 

influence that Marco Polo’s book had on Europe) 

 

 

Suggested Vocabulary For Topics / Era:  China & Japan  

 
KEEP IN MIND-  These are words you may use in daily instruction or for assignments but are not 

necessarily assessed.  

 
Confucianism, Buddhism, Daoism, Legalism, Mandate of Heaven, Bureaucracy, Porcelain, Terrace, 

Forbidden City, Mongols, Zheng He, Shogun, Daimyo, Samurai 

 

 

 

FEUDAL EUROPE 
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Topics / Era Feudal Europe 500-1500  

Feudalism - defined and explained 

Daily Life/Social Structure 

 

Comparing Feudal Japan/Europe 

Role of the Catholic Church 

Crusades 

Plague and the Hundred Years’ War 

Changes in Government and Economics 
 

 

Illinois Social Science Standards For Topics / Era  

 

SS.EC.1.6-8.MdC./MC Analyze costs and benefits of different economic systems 

(ex. manor system, guilds, capitalism) 

 

SS.H.1.6-8.MdC: Analyze connections among events and developments in broader historical contexts 

(ex. Feudalism, compare/contrast feudal Europe/Japan, Magna Carta) 

 

SS.G2.6-8.MdC: Compare and contrast the cultural and environmental characteristics of different places or 

regions (ex. role of riverways, Eastern V Western Europe, soil fertility) 

 

SS.CV.1.6.-8.MdC: Describe the roles of political, civil, and economic organizations in shaping people’s 

lives (ex. Catholic Church, guilds, agrarian society) 

 

SS.IS.8.6-8.LC: Analyze how a problem can manifest itself and the challenges and opportunities faced by 

those trying to address it. ( ex. crusades, plague, Viking raids) 

 

 

Suggested Vocabulary For Topics / Era:  Feudal Europe 

 
KEEP IN MIND-  These are words you may use in daily instruction or for assignments but not 

necessarily assessed.  

 
Feudalism, lord & vassal, serf, peasant, monastery, Charlemagne, clergy, chivalry, manor, guild, paige, 

squire, knight, epic, legacy, crusade, plague, Papacy, inquisition, reconquista,  Monarchy, Magna Carta, 

parliament, habeas corpus 

 

 

 

THE AMERICAS  
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Topics / Era Americas 

First Americans 

Adapting to the Environment 

Diverse Geography Leads to Trade 

Advances in Astronomy/Math/Agriculture   

Mayan/Aztec/Incan Cultures 

Theocracy/Role of Religion 

Influence of Conquistadors/Spanish Conquest  
 

Illinois Social Science Standards For Topics / Era  

 

SS.IS.1.6-8: Create  essential questions to help guide inquiry about a topic. (ex. How to adapt to the 

environment,compare/contrast civilizations, evaluate the  impact of conquest) 

 

SS.G3.6-8.MdC: Changes in transportation and communication influencing human settlement and the spread 

of ideas and culture (ex. Columbian Exchange, Spanish colonization, glyphs v alphabets) 

 

SS.CV..6.6-8.MdC:Analyze the purpose, implementation, and consequences of public policies in historic and 

contemporary settings (ex. religious ceremonies, patterns of empire building, taxing policies) 

 

SS.H.4.6-8.MC: Organize applicable evidence into a coherent argument about the past (ex. impact of 

Columbian Exchange, evaluate consequences of Spanish colonization, assess  a preferred civilization) 

 

SS.CV. 1.6-8.MdC:  Assess individual and collective capacities to take action to address problems and identify 

potential outcomes (ex. slash and burn agriculture, adapting to water scarcity)    

 

Suggested Vocabulary For Topics / Era:  Americas  

 
KEEP IN MIND-  These are words you may use in daily instruction or for assignments but not 

necessarily assessed.  

 
MesoAmerica ,Yucatan Peninsula , slash & burn,  maize, cacao, alluvial, glyph, stele, codex, theocracy, 

chinampas, chasquis 

 

POST MEDIEVAL EUROPE- RENAISSANCE 

 
Topics  

Renaissance 
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Protestant Reformation 

Scientific Revolution 

Age of Exploration 

Illinois Social Science Standards For Topics / Era  

 

SS.H.4.6-8.LC: Explain multiple causes and effects of historical events. 

(ex. Explain why the Renaissance began in Italy among the wealthy.  Explain how the Renaissance spread 

from Italy to Northern Europe.  Identify causes of the Protestant Reformation.  Identify changes brought about 

by the Protestant Reformation.  Explain the marks that exploration and colonization left on the Americas and 

on Europe.) 

 

SS.IS.8.6-8.LC: Analyze how a problem can manifest itself and the challenges and opportunities faced by 

those trying to address it.  (ex. Counter Reformation - how the Roman Catholic Church reacted to the 

Protestant exit from the Catholic Church) 

 

SS.CV.2.6-8.LC: Describe the origins, purposes, and impact of constitutions, laws, treaties, and international 

agreements.  (ex. Explain the origin and impact of the Treaty of Tordesillas.) 

 

SS.G.4.6-8.MC: Analyze how the environmental characteristics of places and production of goods influence 

patterns of world trade. (ex. Explain the triangular trade and Columbian Exchange that followed the 

exploration and colonization of the Americas.) 

Suggested Vocabulary For Topics / Post Medieval-Renaissance  

KEEP IN MIND-  These are words you may use in daily instruction or for assignments but are not 

necessarily assessed.  

 
Humanism, individualism, realism, Medici, patron, Da Vinci, Michaelangelo, Shakespeare, Gutenberg, Martin 

Luther, indulgence, Great Schism, King Henry VIII, Inquisition, Jesuits, convert, Copernicus, Galileo, Isaac 

Newton, Francis Bacon, sponsor, circumnavigate, Prince Henry, Columbus, Diaz, Da Gama, Magellan, 

Columbian Exchange, triangular trade, capitalism, mercantilism 

 

DIMENSION 3 and 4 - Evaluating Resources and Communicating 

Ideas  

Digital Resources  

S.S 6-8 Speaking and Listening ELA Standards  

FIT- Learning Environment Guide  

SS.IS.6-8 (LC, MdC, MC)- Inquiry Skills  

 

 

https://docs.google.com/a/cusd200.org/document/d/1dEKu0FPdt9oKy_WdY-hU0ySbsuZWHZKDh43UqXAYBdg/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/a/cusd200.org/file/d/0Bwn_LuF3Qbh9cUpTRlIxUFhvODQ/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/a/cusd200.org/document/d/1HJ41bWZCI2Mur90WZ28DIZyahjOFKNrI3ZGVnzn9kj0/edit?usp=sharing
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