
Middle School Electives 
2012-2013 School Year

Beginning this fall, middle school students will have the opportunity to take several new elective courses designed to ensure that our students 
are better prepared for the 21st century. Why the change? As educators, it is our job to match what students will need to be productive citizens in 
the 21st century. Additionally, the changes align middle school curriculum to the new common core curriculum. 

Some of the new middle school curriculum is based on curriculum from Project Lead the Way (PLTW) - a leading provider of rigorous and     
innovative Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) education curricular programs used in middle and high schools across 
the United States. STEM education is at the heart of today’s high-tech, high-skill global economy. For America to remain economically competi-
tive, our next generation of leaders, the students of today, must develop the critical-reasoning and problem-solving skills that will help make 
them the most productive in the world.

STEM education programs like the one offered by Project Lead the Way and at the District’s middle schools starting in Fall of 2012, will engage 
students in activities, projects, and problem-based learning, which provides hands-on classroom experiences. Students create, design, build, 
discover, collaborate and solve problems while applying what they learn in math and science. Students are also exposed to STEM fields through 
professionals from local industries who supplement the real-world aspect of the curriculum through mentorships and workplace experiences 
(www.pltw.org). Below are the new electives that will be offered this fall. 

Grade 6 
•	 Collaboration	and	Leadership teaches students how to prevent bullying, build confidence, and collaborate with others. (One quarter)
•	 Drama teaches students to use the creative process to gain an understanding of effective communication skills through using the mind, 

body and voice tools. (One quarter)
•	 Visual	Arts teaches students to use the creative process to create and produce works of art. (One quarter)
•	 Vocal	Music teaches students to use the creative process to evaluate and interpret music while exploring its formal qualities through              

listening and performing. (One quarter)
•	 Foundations teaches students organization, work habits and study skills. (Yearlong)

Grade 7 
•	 Digital	Literacy teaches students digital citizenship as well as giving practice using various technologies. (One quarter)
•	 Design	and	Modeling (PLTW) is an introduction to the engineering design process and tools used. (One quarter)
•	 Speech teaches students to adapt speech to a variety of contexts (informative, demonstration, argumentative) and communicative tasks.  

(One quarter)
•	 Visual	Arts	&	Media teaches students to communicate in a variety of contexts through a variety of artistic media, including technologies, to 

convey their own ideas and interpret the ideas of others. (One quarter)
•	 Navigating	Informational	Sources teaches students to develop the skills necessary to research, comprehend and communicate information 

using a variety of print and multimedia sources. (Yearlong)

Grade 8
•	 Digital	Authorship teaches students digital literacy and multimedia through collaboration and communication. (One semester)
•	 Entrepreneurship teaches students how to design and market a product, goods, or service through the  development of a business plan. 

(One semester)
•	 Performance	Seminar teaches students to use the creative process to create an end of semester performance using the skills they have built 

from previous classes. (One semester)
•	 Automation	and	Robotics (PLTW) teaches students to use a robotics platform to design, build and program a solution. (One semester)
•	 Visual	Arts teaches students to use the creative process to create and produce works of art and builds upon skills learned in 6th and 7th 

grade. (One semester)

If a 6th grade student is in band or orchestra, he/she will participate in some of Foundations, but it will be situational, and he/she should enroll 
as being in the band or orchestra class. Foreign Language will be available before school for 8th grade students that want to take band, chorus, 
orchestra, an elective and Foreign Language.  Students not in band, chorus, or orchestra will be able to take Foreign Language during the regular 
school day.

For questions, please contact your school principal or Faith Dahlquist, Assistant Superintendent of Educational Services, at 630-682-2103.


