
Wheaton Warrenville South Social Studies  
Courses for Incoming Freshmen 

This is an exciting time as your high school career will begin very soon!  Here at Wheaton 
Warrenville South our goal is for you to have a great Freshman experience.  Part of that 
process is to ensure that you have all the information you need when selecting your classes. 
This chart is designed to inform you of your options for your SOCIAL STUDIES CLASS next 
year.  Through working with your middle school social studies teacher and counselor, along 
with your parents, we want to place you in the course that challenges you and gives you the 
best opportunity to be successful!  You could have the option of different social studies classes 
next year.  Here is a breakdown of the courses: 

Course Requirements Summary Major Topics 

World 
Civilizations 
(“World 
History ”) 

 * Studies patterns of world history and  
   how it connects to the modern world 
 
* Writing, non-fiction reading, and  
   primary source analysis skills  
   developed throughout the course 
 
* College preparatory curriculum  

* Development of Civilization 
* World Religions 
* Classical Civilizations (Greece &  
   Rome) 
* Renaissance & Reformation 
* The Enlightenment & Revolutions 
* Age of Industrialization &  
   Imperialism 
* 20th Century topics 

Advanced 
Placement 
Human 
Geography 
(“AP HUG”) 

* SAT 
History/Social 
Studies Cross-Test 
Score > 24 - 26 
Or 
Evidence-Based 
Reading & Writing 
>  500. 

* Makes an in-depth analysis of how  
  the geography of the world has  
  affected humans & their 
environment 
 
* Students taking this class will have a  
  weighted GPA 
 
* Students may also take the AP exam  
  at the end of the year for college credit 

* Geography 
* Population and migration 
* Culture 
* Political organization 
* Agriculture, food production, &  
  land use 
* Industrialization & economic  
  development 
* Cities and urban land use 

Advanced 
World 
Civilizations 
(“Honors 
World”) 

*SAT 
History/Social 
Studies Cross-Test 
Score > 27 or > 26 
w/ Evidence-Based 
Reading & Writing 
>  500. 
 

* This course takes a more analytical  
   look into world history at a faster 
pace 
 
* Students taking this class will have a  
  weighted GPA 
 
* Students need to be strong writers  
   and ready to analyze, synthesize, and  
   evaluate ideas  

* Development of Civilization 
* World Religions 
* Classical Civilizations (Greece &  
   Rome) 
* Renaissance & Reformation 
* The Enlightenment & Revolutions 
* Age of Industrialization &  
   Imperialism 
* 20th Century topics 

Gifted Global 
Seminar 
(“GGS”) 

* Currently in Fast  
  Paced Language  
  Arts 

* Students taking this class will have a  
  weighted GPA 
 
* Students will examine and discuss  
  world history in a seminar  
  environment. 
 
* Student projects & presentations play  
   a large role in this course 
 
* This world history course involves  
   exploration of open-ended questions  
   and attracts out-of-the-box thinkers 

* Development of Civilization 
* World Religions 
* Classical Civilizations (Greece &  
   Rome) 
* Renaissance & Reformation 
* The Enlightenment & Revolutions 
* Age of Industrialization &  
   Imperialism 
* 20th Century topics 



FAQ - A common question is the difference between World “A” and GGS. 

WORLD CIVILIZATIONS A 
Length:  Two Semesters 
Grade:  9 
World Civilizations introduces students to the study of the         
history of the world as it relates to the present. Through a            
comparative study of major world civilizations and their        
evolution, students construct a narrative of the human        
experience. Case studies throughout the course will focus        
on how the decisions of the past account for the present           
circumstances in the world. Emphasis is placed on skills         
that enable students to accumulate evidence, develop       
comparative and causal analyses, interpret historical      
records, and construct sound historical interpretations on       
which informed decisions in contemporary scenarios can be        
applied. 
  
Student Characteristics Beyond “I” Level 

● Interested in and enjoys social studies 
● Participates in discussion and responds to 

questions 
● Works hard and is a good memorizer 
● Enjoys straightforward, sequential presentations 
● Completes homework thoroughly 
● More reading and analysis than “I” level 
● Uses supplemental scholarly articles (College 

Level) in addition to textbook 
 

GIFTED GLOBAL SEMINAR 
Length:  Two Semesters 
Grade:  9 
Gifted Global Seminar is designed for the inquisitive and 
enthusiastic gifted student who wants the opportunity to 
examine and discuss world history in an intellectually 
supportive atmosphere of like-minded peers, while also 
requiring creativity and individual, in-depth research.  The 
course is designed to challenge students to become 
“owners” and creators of independent ideas by maintaining 
a student-centered, seminar classroom environment.  One 
goal for the course is to provide an engaging and rigorous 
curriculum that motivates students.  While, the long-term 
objective is for students to demonstrate an understanding of 
how the big picture of world history assists in understanding 
the complexities of today’s global arena.  In addition to 
learning the content, we will also seek to improve writing, 
speaking, and analytical and critical thinking skills. 
  
Student Characteristics 

● Has a love of social studies and current events 
● Initiates discussion, enthusiastic participator, 

willingness to actively debate and share opinions 
● Analytical and abstract, draws inferences, enjoys 

open-ended thinking 
● Highly curious – synthesizes information and 

applies it to new scenarios 
● Independently and intrinsically motivated 
● Engaged in advanced, independent study and also 

collaborative projects 
● Students are not "learning a subject"; their goal is 

to understand the ideas, issues, and values 
reflected in the unit and / or time period.  

 
If you have questions about any of these courses or which would be best for you, please have your parents contact the 
appropriate school counselor at Wheaton Warrenville South High School or the Social Studies Department Chair -  
Daryl Fitts at daryl.fitts@cusd200.org or call at 784 - 7200 ex 8642. 
 

Counselor Alpha 
Split 

Email Address Phone 

Mike Kosky   * A-Beq michael.kosky@cusd200.org  784-7223 

Kelly Petring  Ber-Doo kelly.petring@cusd200.org  784-7211 

Jeff Pawlak  Dop-Hof jeffrey.pawlak@cusd200.org  784-7222 

Jillian Nowicki  Hog-Lis jillian.nowicki@cusd200.org  784-7215 

Jan Mieure  Lit-Pal jan.mieure@cusd200.org  784-7238 

Kelly Phelan  Pam-Sm kelly.phelan@cusd200.org 784-7221 

Kelly Langworthy  Sn-Z kelly.langworthy@cusd200.org 784-7209 
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