
Dear Parents,  
 
Your child has an exciting year of math coming up in sixth grade math!  

Things will be a little different in your student’s math class than you  

may be used to. We will be implementing a teaching model known  

widely around the world as the “flipped classroom”.  

What is a “flipped classroom”? In short, a “flipped classroom” switches 

around the traditional order of teaching with the purpose of creating a  

more in depth and supportive environment in the classroom where the 

teacher is present and able to help students. It allows for students to  

receive a more individualized math education where my actual  

face-to-face time with them is being used effectively. This results in them understanding the content at a higher and 

deeper level than before. In addition, it challenges students to learn how to take charge of their learning and manage their 

time, becoming resourceful learners. Lastly, it provides time for more “Higher-Order Thinking” discussion and 

questioning during class time, helping students to become reflective communicators and to think more deeply about the 

subject. 

 

The purpose of this letter is to address some Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ’s) about 

the Flipped Classroom and how it will look in my classroom this year. If you have any 

further questions, please feel free to contact me.  

 

What does “homework” look like now? 
 

For homework, students will be required to watch video lectures, where I will teach them the lesson and give examples in 

the same way they would receive it in class. However, because the students are watching the lessons on video, they can 

pause, rewind, or re-watch any segments of the video at any time. They can even watch it in fast-forward if they learn at a 

quicker pace. This allows students to learn at their own pace and become more self-directed, having to know when they 

need to go back over a certain concept they did not fully grasp the first time it was explained. 

 

Each video covers one concept and students will watch a total of 8 to 15 minutes of video a most nights. Students should 

plan on spending TWICE the amount of time on homework as the video length is, since they will be pausing to take notes 

and spending a few minutes at the end thinking and reflecting about what they learned. 
 

These videos can be accessed on our teacher homepage (website).  Students can get the videos on a flash drive in order to 

watch them without internet access. Because the videos are online, they can be accessed on any internet-capable device, 

such as a cell phone. If you have concerns about your child having access to the videos, please let me know and I will 

make accommodations. 
 

While watching the videos, students are taking notes of important concepts and examples in their math notebook. When 

they are finished watching the video, they write a summary of the concept they learned about. This summary will 

sometimes be a paragraph, but other times will be answering questions I have posed to them to think about and answer. 

The quality and depth of their summary informs me on how much they truly understood what they watched and what 

misconceptions they may have that need to be further explained. After the summary, students write at least one question 

regarding the content in their notebooks to bring to class to share. This may be a question that they do not know how to 

answer and need explained, or it may be a question that they do know the answer to, but is an important piece of the 

concept from the video. Students are challenged to make their questions “HOT” questions (“Higher Order Thinking” 

questions). This process is called a “WSQ” (pronounced wisk), and stands for “Watch – Summary – Question”. 
 

There will still be a few nights where homework will look like regular “homework”... students will be doing review 

worksheets and practice problems. This generally occurs the few nights before a test. However, students will now have 

access to the lesson online and can re-watch it if they don’t remember how to do the problems assigned in the homework. 

 

 

 

 



What does class time look like now? 
 

When students come into class, we begin by reviewing their “WSQ’s” in a variety of ways. We may go over a few 

samples as a class, or students may discuss either in partners or in small groups. This time allows the class to refresh their 

memory on what was watched last night as well as to clarify anything that was not clear during the video lesson. We also 

go over the questions that students have asked either as a whole class or in small groups. Similarly, we may go over a few 

problems as a class, but most often students work in their small groups and get assistance from me in a smaller group as 

needed. 
 

After the “WSQ” portion of class is over, students work in small groups on a set of practice problems or activities to help 

them practice and develop full understanding of the concept. Students are encouraged to work with each other and help 

each other out and are constantly reminded that one of the ways they can really find out if they understand a concept is by 

explaining it to someone else. I am constantly walking around from group to group, helping explain concepts and 

clarifying confusing parts. Students will be active in creating their own content by writing word problems, recording their 

own short videos, finding resources online, and making engaging and interactive learning activities to share with their 

peers.   
 

In the “flipped classroom” model, students still take short quizzes on each concept a few times a week.  In addition, there 

is still the opportunity for whole-class teaching and review if the large group needs to go back over a concept.  However, 

most of the teaching is now focused on smaller groups of students who need help on certain concepts, leading to fully 

differentiated instruction and support. 

 

What does a “flipped classroom” require of you as a parent? 
 

The “flipped classroom” enables you as a parent to be more involved in your child’s math education. It is typical that 

parents tend not remember much from their math classes and do not feel they can support or help their student at all when 

they are home doing homework. (Remembering math concepts isn’t like reading; if you don’t use it you forget it.) 

However, with the “flipped classroom”, there are several very easy ways you can help your student: 
 

(1) Provide your student with a quiet place to watch the flipped-lesson video (preferably with headphones to limit 

distractions) each night. If internet access is not available at your house let us know so we can find a solution. 

(2) Ask your student questions about what they watched and have them read their summary out loud to you. 

(3) Read their summary yourself to make sure it sounds complete and makes sense. 

(4) Read the question they asked and see if they can answer it. 

(5) Encourage them to take their time while watching the videos, which means they pause, rewind, or re-watch portions of 

the video when the teaching is going too fast or when students need a minute to make sense of what was taught. 

(6) Watch the videos with them so you can learn along with them and help them when it comes to doing regular practice 

at home the night before the test! 

 

What does a “flipped classroom” require of the student? 
 

In reality, a “flipped classroom” does not change the fact that students are expected to go home and do “math homework” 

most nights. The only thing that is different is the type of “math homework” that they are doing.  Instead of having to 

work through (sometimes) confusing problems at home, students simply have to watch a video, take notes, and reflect 

with a written summary and question. Students are then expected to come prepared to class each day with the background 

knowledge of each concept, ready to learn it better, and with a deeper understanding. Although many students may 

already be at that level, students are not expected to have full mastery of the content before they arrive in class. 
 

The “flipped classroom” requires your child to take responsibility for their learning in several ways: 

(1) Students must plan an appropriate time to watch the video and be able to make connections between content. 

(2) Students must take initiative to re-watch videos they need to see again. 

(3) Students must make sure that if they are absent; they still watch the required videos and come to class prepared. 

(4) Students must make sure that they take initiative to communicate with me if there are issues with watching the videos. 

This includes coming and seeing me before school, during class, or during lunch to watch the videos before class begins 

as often as possible.   

 



What if your student watches the videos every night but still does not understand the 

content? 
 

Individualized or small group tutoring and support is still available for students before, during, and after the school day. 

During that time, I can sit down with them and go over more examples and try to explain it in a different way.  

 

How will “flipped classroom” be graded? 
 

Students will still be held accountable for completing the “WSQ” on a nightly basis, just like a regular homework 

assignment. Failure to do so will result in a lower score on the assignment.  They will still be required to finish the 

“WSQ” but will not receive full credit. 
 

• When students come to class without the “WSQ” completed (including video watched with notes taken, summary, and 

question posed in their notebook), they will get on one of the class computers to complete the assignment before joining 

class. Because they will miss out on the small group discussion, they will either make it up with me or miss out on 

valuable communication with peers. Please note: If this happens a couple times over the course of the quarter, it is 

understandable. If it continually happens, we will have to work together to find something that works. 
 

• All assignments are expected to be completed before students take the chapter test. Students may be refused the right to 

take the chapter test on the same day as their classmates if they do not show they are prepared for it by completing the 

required assignments. They will have to complete the assignments and schedule a make-up test day when they are ready. 

The goal is that students pass the test on the first try because they are fully prepared. I do not want them taking the test if 

they are unprepared. 
 

• Student “WSQ” notebooks will be graded like regular homework.  Students will not receive credit for just “doing” the 

assignment. They must show that they understand the material and complete it correctly, in addition to being able to 

explain any of their work to me. 
 

• The assignments that correspond with the “WSQ’s” should be fully completed by the next class day. Students are given 

plenty of class time to finish these assignments working with me and other classmates; however, if they are off task or 

absent they will have to make it up on their own time and make sure it is fully completed before entering class the next 

day. 

 

If you have any further questions, please contact your students’ math teacher. 
 

Thank you! I am looking forward to a great year! 
 

 

Joe Gassen      Rob Oliver 

 

joseph.gassen@cusd200.org    robert.oliver@cusd200.org 

 

 

 

 

mailto:joseph.gassen@cusd200.org
mailto:robert.oliver@cusd200.org

