
 
 

English Department Plagiarism Policy 
 
Our policy begins with an explanation of “What is Plagiarism” taken from excerpt of The Nuts and Bolts 
of College Writing by Michael Harvey at the online site of 
http://nutsandbolts.washcoll.edu/plagiarism.html: 

The Random House dictionary defines plagiarism as "the unauthorized use or close 
imitation of the language and thoughts of another author and the representation of them 
as one's own original work." Imitation or borrowing by themselves are not plagiarism. 
Drawing on other people's ideas is perfectly reasonable and in fact unavoidable when 
you write academic essays—but you must acknowledge the borrowing. 

You are obligated, as an ethical obligation to other writers and as a defense for yourself, 
to acknowledge all borrowings you take from other sources, even if you don't copy the 
exact words used in the original—even if you never actually quote the original. Plagiarism 
includes:  

1. Quoting material without attribution. The most obvious kind of plagiarism.  

2. Passing off another's idea as your own, even if it's been reworded. Changing an 
original's wording doesn't avoid plagiarism. The underlying idea of plagiarism is 
unacknowledged borrowing of ideas, not specific words.  

3. Imitating a passage's structure or argument without attribution. Suppose a source 
presents an assertion and three supporting points. If you adopt that particular structure, 
including the particular examples or supporting points, you need to provide a citation to 
the original. This holds even if you substantially revise the wording.  

4. Concealing the extent to which you've borrowed from a text or other source. 
Citing a specific passage in a work doesn't give you license to draw on the rest of the 
work without citation. This can be the nastiest kind of plagiarism because it's so sneaky. 

Teachers will provide examples of these types of plagiarism throughout each course, but students may 
meet individually with their teacher to discuss specific examples, or they may visit the English Resource 
Room (room 307) for further instruction. 
 
Departmental policy provides the following consequences for any form of plagiarism or any academic  
dishonesty. 
 

• First incident: student receives a “P” (for plagiarism) grade and earns no credit for that 
assignment.  Parent(s), guardian(s), administrators, counselors, coaches, activity sponsors will be 
notified. 

• Subsequent incident: student receives a “P” (for plagiarism) grade and earns no credit for that 
assignment.  Parent(s), guardian(s), administrators, counselors, coaches, activity sponsors will be 
notified, and teachers will make a formal referral to the dean’s office requesting punishment 
consistent with policies outlined in the student handbook. 

• Further, each incident will be documented intra-department to help mitigate future instances of 
potential plagiarism. 

 
 



Student/Parent(s) or Guardian(s) Agreement 
 
This is to certify that I, (print name here) _____________________ have read, discussed and understand 
the plagiarism policy of the English Department at Wheaton North High School, and I have discussed the 
policies with my parent (s) or guardian(s).  I understand the importance of doing my own work and citing 
sources in order to avoid plagiarism and copyright violation.  I understand that cheating, copying, and 
plagiarizing, both inadvertently and deliberately, will result in a “P” which stands for plagiarism and earn 
no credit.  My guardian(s), administrator, counselor, coaches, and activity sponsors will be notified. 
 
 
Student Signature____________________________________ Date______________ 
 
 
Parent or Guardian Signature____________________________ Date______________ 
 
 
Home telephone number________________________________ 
 
 
Work/Cell number____________________________________ 
 
 
 
   
 


